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ECHA’s SCIENTIFIC OPINION ON PFAS

« European Chemicals Agency’s (ECHA) two scientific committees: the Risk Assessment
Committee (RAC) and the Socio-Economic Analysis Committee (SEAC), that
PFAS pose a public health and environmental risk that is not controlled in the EU and
confirm the need for a broad EU-wide restriction.

* They highlight that all PFAS are hazardous mainly due to their persistence and other
diverging hazardous properties (i.e. mobility/bioaccumulation/toxicity).

 Therefore, the committees conclude that the restriction should be based on the OECD
definition and include all PFAS, including fluoropolymers, and F-gases.

* Both committees agree that the restriction is implementable, manageable and
enforceable with additional guidance.


https://echa.europa.eu/sv/-/echa-supports-pfas-restriction-with-targeted-derogations

PFAS POLLUTION HAS AN ENORMOUS COST

« A 2026 European Commission report estimates that
Europe is on track to pay up to €1.7 trillion in costs
over next 25 years.

« PFAS litigation is already creating massive liabilities
for companies. 192 French residents filed a civil claim
for €36 million in damages for harm against chemical
companies.

« 70+ Investors (like AXA and BNP Paribas), with $23
trillion under their management, have advised
companies to move away from PFAS due to
reputational, insurance and liability risks.



https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2bcea765-fbf8-11f0-8da5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2bcea765-fbf8-11f0-8da5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/environment/article/2026/02/03/residents-of-lyon-s-chemical-valley-seek-compensation-over-pfas-contamination_6750075_114.html
https://chemsec.org/knowledge/iihc/
https://chemsec.org/knowledge/iihc/

FLUOROPOLYMERS AND F-GASES SHOULD REMAIN
IN THE SCOPE OF THE RESTRICTION

e F- : _EQO i : TFA, everywhere and forever? Trifluoroacetic
F-gases are responsible for ~58% of all PFAS emissions in the acid contamination — a new CHEM Trust FAQ

E U . June 3, 2025 By Sandra Bell

« F-gas regulation is not a double regulation. It does not include
those F-gases which have a low global warming potential, like
hydrofluoroolefins (HFOs), most of which are PFAS and can
breakdown into TFA.

« Germany has initiated a proposal to classify TFA as a reprotoxic
1b substance. Alarming levels of TFA have been found in
European wine.

« The most famous cases of PFAS pollution in Europe are from
fluoropolymer facilities.

« ~1.8 million people in Europe living within 10 km of
fluoropolymer plants.



https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/f605d4b5-7c17-7414-8823-b49b9fd43aea
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/presse/pressemitteilungen/trifluoressigsaeure-tfa-bewertung-fuer-einstufung
https://www.pan-europe.info/press-releases/2025/04/study-reveals-alarming-surge-forever-chemical-tfa-european-wine
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/398603137_Global_inventory_of_fluoropolymer_production_plants_and_their_associated_PFAS_environmental_contamination

PFAS-FREE ALTERNATIVES ARE
UP AND COMING

Many innovative companies in the EU are working on creating
alternatives to fluoropolymers and F-gases in critical sectors
such as the green energy & the medical sector.

Other countries such as China, the US and Japan are currently
leading PFAS-free patent activity.

EU has an opportunity to boost its competitiveness by becoming
a trailblazer in PFAS-free innovation. However, if PFAS are
given blanket derogations, there will be no incentive for
companies to innovate away from them.

DG Research and Innovation report shows that compliance with
regulation can create innovation, with a net gain of €3-6 billion
per year in additional innovation investments, and a net gain of
120,000 jobs.

The proposal is not a blanket ban, it is pragmatic, with transition
times appropriate for the time it will take each sector to
transition away from PFAS where alternatives are not already
on the market.



https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/PFAS-the-Green-Transition_Sept25-1.pdf
https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/PFAS-the-Green-Transition_Sept25-1.pdf
https://www.essenscia.be/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/patent-cell-tw_pfas-substitutes_oct2023.pdf
https://www.essenscia.be/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/patent-cell-tw_pfas-substitutes_oct2023.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/076b7f4b-f1cb-11e7-9749-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?utm_source=chatgpt.com

CHEM TRUST RECOMMENDATIONS

* PFAS have contaminated our bodies, our water and our food and are linked to
serious health issues and diseases.

« Regulating them one by one has failed, allowing dangerous substitutions and
ongoing exposure. A group phase-out is the only way to protect people and
the environment, whilst also preventing potentially huge costs for industry
related to continued PFAS use.

 The European Commission should seriously consider the science and bring
forward an ambitious, EU-wide restriction on these forever chemicals, as
recommended by ECHA.
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