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WHAT IS THE UNIVERSAL 
PFAS RESTRICTION?

• Approx. 10,000 PFAS as per the OECD 
definition. 

• In 2023, Germany, Netherlands, Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark proposed to ban the 
manufacture, import and use of all 10,000 
PFAS -- known as the universal or uPFAS 
restriction. 

• Several medical uses given up to 13.5 years 
to transition to PFAS-free alternatives.

• Not an outright ban but is, in fact, quite 
pragmatic and gives enough time to 
transition to alternatives. 

Reference: Zhanyun Wang, Andreas M. Buser, Ian T. Cousins, Silvia Demattio, Wiebke Drost, Olof Johansson, Koichi Ohno, 
Grace Patlewicz, Ann M. Richard, Glen W. Walker, Graham S. White, and Eeva Leinala Environmental Science & 
Technology 2021 55 (23)



THE UPDATED RESTRICTION 
PROPOSAL IS WEAKER IN SCOPE

• In August 2025, owing to industry pressure, 
the proposal was updated and is weaker 
than the 2023 version.

• Number of medical uses that have been 
given long transition times to switch to 
alternatives increased.

• The medical sector makes for around one-
third (~37%) of total PFAS use according to 
a study done in Belgium.

• Emissions into the environment could also 
increase. 

https://economie.fgov.be/sites/default/files/Files/Entreprises/pfas-belgian-industry-market-study-final-public-report.pdf


INDUSTRY LOBBYING THREATENING 
TO WEAKEN THE PROPOSAL

• Forever lobbying project investigation between 46 
journalists, 29 media partners, 16 countries. 

• Uncovered a co-ordinated industry lobbying campaign 
seeking to weaken the uPFAS proposal.

• Various incorrect arguments used to justify continued 
use of PFAS:

o PFAS needed for patient’s continued healthcare 
because of lack of alternatives. We think companies 
can find alternatives within transition times. 

o Fluoropolymers (a type of plastic PFAS, like Teflon, 
also used in various medical uses) are harmless. 
Science shows that fluoropolymers emit various 
harmful PFAS during manufacture and waste stage. 

• Decision-makers receiving mixed messages, slowing the 
transition to safer alternatives and weakening the 
proposal.

Reference: The Forever Pollution Project, Journalists tracking PFAS across Europe

Reference: Rainer Lohmann, Ian T. Cousins, Jamie C. DeWitt, Juliane Glüge, Gretta Goldenman, Dorte Herzke, Andrew B. 
Lindstrom, Mark F. Miller, Carla A. Ng, Sharyle Patton, Martin Scheringer, Xenia Trier, and Zhanyun Wang Environmental 
Science & Technology 2020 54 (20), 12820-12828



CALL TO ACTION
• PFAS-free innovation is already happening in the medical 

sector. But we need more examples — we need a 
collective, evidence-based front to show that alternatives 
to PFAS exist in the sector. 

• You can support this by:

• Connecting with HCWH's networks and other national 
networks, such as (Green Health Alliance) in the 
Netherlands.

• Actively demanding PFAS-free products from suppliers and 
manufacturers.

• Talking about PFAS, raise awareness, and encourage 
suppliers to provide PFAS-free options.

• Sharing knowledge about existing alternatives. 
hallo@tegengif.nl or askchemtrust@chemtrust.org 

• We work closely with decision makers and can provide 
opportunities for you to deliver your message to them. 

mailto:hallo@tegengif.nl
mailto:askchemtrust@chemtrust.org


CLOSING MESSAGE

• We cannot allow powerful industry lobbying to 
define the future of patient safety and 
environmental health.

• The health sector must lead by example — by 
sharing knowledge, demanding change, and 
demonstrating that alternatives exist in the 
medical sector. 

• This is the only way to protect ourselves and 
future generations from the adverse impacts of 
PFAS. 



THANK YOU

ANY QUESTIONS?

Website: chemtrust.org
LinkedIn: CHEM Trust
Bluesky: @chemtrust.bsky.social
Instagram: @chem_trust
Email: shubhi.sharma@chemtrust.org

http://www.chemtrust.org/
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