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General comments 

CHEM Trust supports the restriction of all Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs) as 
a group in firefighting foams. The use of PFAS in firefighting foams is a major source of 
direct emissions of PFAS into the environment leading to indirect exposure to humans via 
e.g. water and air and of direct exposure for firefighters.  

We strongly support ECHA’s full grouping approach and a proposal for a restriction on 
the export, placing on the market and use of PFASs in firefighting foams, with a total 
phase out by the end of all transition periods. 

However, time is critical when dealing with the extremely persistent chemicals PFAS. Any 
year of delay in the phase out means an increasing burden of pollutions for generations to 
come. In our view the proposed transition periods of 10 years for certain applications 
and the ban on placing on the market and export for all applications are much too long. 
This holds in particular, when considering the availability of suitable alternatives and the 
fact that the signal for a phase out has been clearly expressed by regulators for many 
years. 

Transition periods 

The current draft suggests that long transition periods of 10 years after entry into force are 
to be applied to Seveso III establishments. They belong to the oil/(petro-)chemical industry 
sector covering 60% of the firefighting foams uses (cf. fig 4 page 33 of annexe XV report). 
This would represent significant continuous emissions of PFAS for an additional 10 years 
after entry into force of the restriction. This is not acceptable with regards to the urgency of 
stopping the accumulation of PFAS in the environment and reducing exposures. The 
industry already had time to prepare for a transition and has gained experience from the 
successful transition of certain companies (e.g. the Norwegian oil and gas company 
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Equinor transitioned to fluorine-free alternatives in about 8 years as mentioned in the 
Annexe XV dossier). 

CHEM Trust recommends the shortening of the transition period for Seveso III 
establishments to limit the environmental stock of PFAS to which current and future 
generations of people and wildlife will be exposed.  

Furthermore, it is not acceptable that the EU prohibits the use of PFAS-bearing firefighting 
foams in portable fire extinguishers in EU countries after five years for instance but 
authorises exports for use in third countries for five additional years. With the EU market 
closing for this use, this might push manufacturers to develop new markets beyond the 
EU. This would lead to more PFAS emissions in these countries, impacting fire fighters, 
local communities and the local environment. In addition, PFAS pollution knows no 
borders as long-range transport of PFAS has been well demonstrated. 

CHEM Trust recommends that the transition periods for the placing on the market 
and export in paragraph 1 are shortened and at minimum aligned with the different 
transition periods in paragraph 3. It should not be set by default at 10 years for all 
applications. 

 

Transparency and reporting 

CHEM Trust regrets that the proposed conditions applying during the transition periods do 
not include a mandatory report regarding the progress made to transitions to fluorine free 
firefighting foams. Such a report would be accessible to ECHA, the Commission and also 
citizens and NGOs. Paragraph 4c only includes a management plan which should be “kept 
available for inspection by enforcement authorities on request”. 

CHEM Trust recommends that the management plan in paragraph 4 includes a 
clause on reporting on the effort made on substitution and that the plan is reported 
annually to ECHA. 

 

Attachment 

NGOs and ECHA letters_May to September 2022.pdf 

Correspondence between NGOs and ECHA between May 2022 and September 2022 
regarding the PFHxA and PFASs in firefighting foams restrictions. 

http://www.chemtrust.org/
http://www.chemtrust.org/de

