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Dear Dr Warhurst,

Thank you for your letter of 19 September 2023 concerning legislative initiatives in the
chemicals area and the revision of the REACH Regulation. President von der Leyen has
asked us to reply on her behalf.

As we said in the plenary of the European Parliament last year, the Commission will
propose a targeted revision of REACH with the aim of securing European competitive
advantages and innovation by promoting sustainable chemicals, simplifying and
streamlining the regulatory process, reducing burden, and protecting human health and the
environment.

The revision of this important piece of legislation requires thorough preparation and
consultation, to ensure that it is developed in a way that achieves higher protection for
human health and the environment from hazardous chemicals and supports the EU’s
competitiveness.

With over 90% of the commitments made in the 2019 Political Guidelines delivered,
including most of the actions announced in the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability, and
just a few months left until the 2024 European elections, the 2024 Commission’s Work
Programme focuses on a limited set of new initiatives.

In 2024, the Commission will dedicate particular attention to finding an agreement with
the European Parliament and Council on the outstanding proposals. This will ensure that
Europe's citizens and businesses can take full advantage of EU policy actions.

The revision of the REACH Regulation is a very important initiative, which needs
sufficient time to be prepared and discussed, by continuing to engage with all relevant
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parties. Therefore, the Commission came to the conclusion that such an initiative should
not be presented at the end of a Commission mandate.

Please rest assured that, while continuing to work on the REACH revision, the Commission
keeps its commitment to protect human health and the environment through the continuous
implementation of the existing REACH regulation.

Yours sincerely,

(e-signed) (e-signed)
Aurel Ciobanu-Dordea Kristin Schreiber
DG Environment DG Internal Market, Industry,

Entrepreneurship and SMEs
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