PFAS REGULATORY
OVERVIEW: EUROPE
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INTERNATIONAL BANS

- PFOS, its salts and PFOSF: in 2009.

- PFOA and related substances: in
2020.

- PFHxS and related substances: in
2023.

« (Cg-C,;) PFCAs, their salts and related
compounds to be discussed at the next
Conference of Parties, with a potential ban
coming soon.




GROUP BANS

TDFAs: in 2021.
C9-C14 PFCA and related substances: in 2023.

PFHXxA: covers consumer textiles, food packaging,
consumer mixtures, cosmetics, and some firefighting
foam applications. Adopted in 2024. Derogations of
up to 5 years for some uses.

Universal PFAS restriction: restricts the import,
manufacture and use of over 10,000 PFAS in various
sectors. Published in 2023. RAC and SEAC discussing
sectors. reveals the intense
industry lobbying and misleading claims.

Fire fighting foams: full group-based restriction for
PFAS.To be adopted later in 2025. Derogations of up

to 10 years for some uses. The uPFAS and PFHxA
restrictions also cover some uses. @


https://foreverpollution.eu/lobbying/

DRINKING WATER

= ‘Sum of PFAS’ = 0.1 pg/L for a group of 20! PFAS.

= ‘PFAS total’ = 0.5 pg/L.

= Member States need to comply with the thresholds by
12th January 2026:

'PFBA, PFPA, PFHxA, PFHpA, PFOA, PFNA, PFDA, PFUnDA, PFDoDA,

PFTrDA, PFBS, PFPS, PFHxS, PFHpS, PFOS, PFNS, PFDS,
Perfluoroundecane sulfonic acid, Perfluorododecane sulfonic acid,

Perfluorotridecane sulfonic acid




~ SURFACE/GROUND WATER
AND BIOTA

= 242 PFAS to not exceed 4.4 ng per litre of
surface and groundwaters.

= 242 PFAS to not exceed 0.077 pg/kg wet
weight in biota (plants and animals in any

region).

= Trilogues in progress.

IPFOA, PFOS, PFHxS, PFNA, PFBS, PFHxA, PFBA, PFPeA,
PFPeS, PFDA, PFUnA, PFDoDA, PFHpA, PFTrDA, PFHPS,
PFDS, PFTeDA, PFHxDA, PFODA, Gen-X, ADONA, 6:2
FTOH, 8:2 FTOH, Acetic Acid



FOOD AND FOOD PACKAGING

= EFSA guideline established in 2020: tolerable Weekly
Intake (TWI) of the sum of PFOA, PFOS, PFNA and
PFHXxS to not exceed 4.4 ng/kg body weight.

= COM adopted the Packaging and Packaging Waste
Regulation (PPWR) in January 2025:

= PPWR introduces a ban on the intentional use of PFAS
in food packaging.

= Entered into force in February 2025. 18-month
transition period.




WASTE

= Limit value of 0.1 mg/kg for PFOA and PFHxS and 20
mg/kqg for their related substances under annex IV of
the Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) regulation.

= A limit value of 50 mg/kg for PFOA and PFOS and 2000
mg/kg for their related substances under annex V.

= The uPFAS regulation will also restrict a wide range of
PFAS from being used which means that there will be
less PFAS at the waste stage.

= Adopted in 2022.
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= Ban on PFAS in food packaging since
2020 and fire fighting foams since 2024.

= New ban coming into effect in 2026
(clothing, footwear, impregnating agents
for clothing and shoes, only for
intentional use of PFAS).

DENMARK .., i = Cookware and cosmetics not covered.

= The ban applies to imports through
online shopping.

= Sale of existing stocks allowed until
January 2027.




= Funding for clean up of point sources and drinking
water.

= Research into PFAS pollution from incinerators,
landfills, construction waste etc.

= Monitoring soil, sewage sludge, surface and
groundwater, food, animal feed and general
population.

= Government to work with industry to develop
alternatives. Identifying illegal imports of PFAS in
products.

= Produce a guide for private and public purchasers
who want to minimise or eliminate the use of PFAS.

= PFAS knowledge task force — funding for research at
universities for the management of PFAS.

= Strengthen citizen knowledge.



= Law passed in March 2025, banning the
production, import, export, and sale of PFAS in

cosmetics, clothing, footwear, and ski wax from
2026, with a broader ban on all textiles by 2030.

= The proposal also adds PFAS to the list of
substances monitored in drinking water in
France and introduces a fee on companies

releasing PFAS into the environment of 100 euros
per 100 kg of PFAS emitted.

= It originally included cookware, but an
exemption was granted due to the strong
industry lobby in France.

= National bans important but universal PFAS
restriction needed.
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INTERNATIONAL BANS

-  PFOS, its salts and PFOSF: in 2009.

- PFOA and related substances: in
2020.

- PFHxS and related substances: in
2023.

« (Cg-C,;) PFCAs, their salts and
related compounds to be discussed
at the next Conference of Parties,
with a potential ban coming soon.
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GROUP BANS

= TDFAs banned before Brexit but no PFAS sub-groups
have been banned in the UK since it left the EU.

= UK REACH PFAS Regulatory Management Options
Analysis (RMOA): published in 2023. Adopts a narrow
definition of PFAS and covers far fewer sectors than
the uPFAS restriction.

= Fire fighting foam restriction initiated in March 2024:
still awaiting an update.




DRINKING WATER

= England and Wales have guidance (non-binding) on
PFAS in water - a 'wholesomeness' guideline value of
0.1 ug/lfor 45 PIFAS is listed in the Drinking Water

Inspectorate's guidance to water companies.

= No statutory drinking water limits for PFAS in England
and Wales.

= Scotland adheres to the EU guidelines.



https://www.dwi.gov.uk/annex-c-parameter-code-list/#:~:text=Annex%20C%20%E2%80%93%20Parameter%20Code%20List,which%20will%20be%20updated%20periodically.

SURFACE/GROUND WATER AND
BIOTA

= The Environment Agency monitors some PFAS in
surface and ground water but there are no statutory
limits.

= The Environment Agency tests for PFOS and PFOA
(the two most widely detected PFAS chemicals) in
freshwater wildlife.

= PFOS is a Priority Hazardous Substance under the UK
Water Framework Directive and the Environmental
Quality Standard (EQS) for biota is set at 9.1 ug/kg
(wet weight)27

= No Environmental Safety Standard set for PFOA in
biota under current UK legislation.

e




) +. FOOD AND F0OD PACKAGING

= No thresholds. PPWR will not apply
to the UK.




WASTE

= A new statutory instrument has
recently been adopted, taking forward
changes to the UK’s regulation of POPs
in waste, matching those of the EU’s.




CHEM TRUST RECOMMENDATIONS

The uPFAS restriction should not be separated into consumer and industrial uses just like
the authorities that worked on it have also called for. The only way to control the toxic PFAS
pollution problem is by regulating them as a group and in all kinds of uses.

The UK regulator simply does not have the capacity to demonstrate leadership without a
system of adopting EU protections by default.

The UK government should urgently match EU protections from PFAS, including supporting
its proposed universal restriction on the use and manufacture of all PFAS, but they can also
move ahead of this restriction with national bans/action plan, following the examples of
Denmark and France.
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