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About CHEM Trust

Charity working at EU, UK &
Global levels to protect humans
& wildlife from harmful
chemicals

Working with scientists,
technical processes and
decision makers, in partnership
with other civil society groups

Focus on identification of, and
action on, hormone disrupting
chemicals

See our blog & twitter for more:
chemtrust.org @chemtrust
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Companies putting public health at risk by
replacing one harmful chemical with similar,
potentially toxic, alternatives

by ANNA WATSON on MARCH 27, 2018 EDIT

Anew report “From BPA to BPZ: a toxic soup? How companies switch from a known
hazardous chemical to one with similar properties, and how regulators could stop
them”, published today by CHEM Trust, highlights how industry is being allowed to replace
the well-known hormone disrupting chemical bisphenol A (BPA), with very similar chemicals

that may also be harmful.

BPAis a chemical that has been used in thermal

THE STORY BEHIND BISPHENOLS

paper till receipts, polycarbonate water bottles,
and food can linings. It's also a common
contaminant of house dust. It was first found to be

able to mimic the female hormone in the 1930s

Chemicals policy Take Action

PoPuLAR POsTS

CHEM Trust is looking for a new chemicals and
Brexit campaigner
Companies putting public health at risk by

replacing one harmful chemical with similar,
potentially toxic, altematives

Medicines in the Environment: A Growing
Threat to Wildlife and Drinking Water

PFCs: In our blood, in polar bears - and in
packets of microwave popcom! (updated with
Danish controls)

Hormone disrupting chemical Bisphenol A can
transfer from receipts into our bloodstream
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Ambitious targets — Non-toxic UN®

environment p—

The history of chemical regulation is
full of examples of ‘too little, too
late”.

The UN’s Global Chemical Outlook
Il report highlighted that the goal to

minimise adverse impacts on GLOBAL
human health and the environment CHEMICALS
from chemicals by 2020 will not be OUTLOOK II

reached. FROM LEGACIES TO
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

We need faster and _ _ B

more determined action and an IMPLEMENTING THE 2030 AGENDA
. FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

acceleration of measures to control

the impacts from harmful chemicals.
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Regrettable Substitution and
grouping

One way to speed up regulating
hazardous chemicals is to restrict
groups of chemicals i.e. bisphenols,
PFAS.

EAC recommended: “The [Chemical]
Strategy should commit the UK to
reducing regrettable substitutions

by using a grouping approach to
chemical testing.”

“..the Government to publish its strategy
on per-fluorinated chemicals as soon as
possible. This should include clear
guidance on routes of exposure to
chemicals such as PFOS and PFOA
and how these will be reduced

amongst the public.”
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once upon d time... Then it was discovered.. People started to...
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Breast cancer
Infertility
Early puberty
° Childhood
Bisphenol-A neurological

disorders
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Just because a product says it is BPA-free,
does not mean there are no health impacts.

Companies are replacing BPA with chemicails

that are just as worrying. From BPA to BPZ.

isa | TOXIC ALPHABET SOUP | |

For more details: www.chemtrust.org/toxicsoup ‘
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PFOA TDI — EFSA 2008
1500 ng/kg bw/day

PFAS — the ‘Forever Chemicals’

‘Safe levels’
are safe according to
our level of knowledge

Divided
our level of ignorance by
is not taken into account 1,744
Divided

PFOS TDI — EFSA 2008 by

150 ng/kg bw/day 80

I PFOS TDI — EFSA 2018 PFOA TDI — EFSA 2018

— 1.86 ng/kg bw/day — 0.86 ng/kg bw/day
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Food Contact Materials

CHEM Trust has highlighted for many
years that the current EU laws
regulating the chemicals used in food
contact materials such as food
packaging, cutlery, and factory
equipment do not properly protect
public health.

REACH-defined substances of very high
concern are not automatically banned in
food contact materials.

EAC recommended: “the Government
implements a UK-wide ban on the use of
these chemicals in food contact
materials available on the UK market to
lower the public’s exposure.”
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Chemical regulation post-Brexit

CHEM Trust’s view is that whatever
the outcome of Brexit the UK
Government must seek a future
relationship with the European
Chemical Agency and stay aligned
to REACH and all other EU
chemical-related laws.

EAC recommended: “As the UK’s
chemicals requlator, the HSE should
retain alignment to ECHA’s candidate
list of substances of very high
concern. Deviation should only
happen where the intention is to
increase safety standards by moving
more quickly to restrict a substance
of concern.”
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Conclusion
« CHEM Trust very much welcomed the inquiry and
the report recommendations.

 We sincerely hope that the issues raised are
addressed in the forthcoming Chemical Strategy.
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