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About CHEM Trust
• Charity working at EU, UK & 

Global levels to protect humans 
& wildlife from harmful 
chemicals

• Working with scientists, 
technical processes and 
decision makers, in partnership 
with other civil society groups

• Focus on identification of, and 
action on, hormone disrupting 
chemicals

• See our blog & twitter for more: 
chemtrust.org @chemtrust

http://www.chemtrust.org/


Ambitious targets – Non-toxic 
environment

The history of chemical regulation is 
full of examples of ‘too little, too 
late”.

The UN’s Global Chemical Outlook 
II report highlighted that the goal to 
minimise adverse impacts on 
human health and the environment 
from chemicals by 2020 will not be 
reached.

We need faster and 
more determined action and an 
acceleration of measures to control 
the impacts from harmful chemicals. 

.

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/global-chemicals-outlook-ii-legacies-innovative-solutions


Regrettable Substitution and 
grouping

One way to speed up regulating 
hazardous chemicals is to restrict 
groups of chemicals i.e. bisphenols, 
PFAS.

EAC recommended: “The [Chemical] 
Strategy should commit the UK to 
reducing regrettable substitutions 
by using a grouping approach to 
chemical testing.”

“..the Government to publish its strategy 
on per-fluorinated chemicals as soon as 
possible. This should include clear 
guidance on routes of exposure to 
chemicals such as PFOS and PFOA 
and how these will be reduced 
amongst the public.”



PFOS TDI – EFSA 2008
150 ng/kg bw/day

PFOS TDI – EFSA 2018
1.86 ng/kg bw/day

PFOA TDI – EFSA 2008
1500 ng/kg bw/day

PFOA TDI – EFSA 2018
0.86 ng/kg bw/day

Divided 
by 

1,744

Divided 
by
80

‘Safe levels’ 
are safe according to
our level of knowledge

our level of ignorance
is not taken into account

PFAS – the ‘Forever Chemicals’



Food Contact Materials

CHEM Trust has highlighted for many 
years that the current EU laws 
regulating the chemicals used in food 
contact materials such as food 
packaging, cutlery, and factory 
equipment do not properly protect 
public health. 

REACH-defined substances of very high 
concern are not automatically banned in 
food contact materials.

EAC recommended: “the Government 
implements a UK-wide ban on the use of 
these chemicals in food contact 
materials available on the UK market to 
lower the public’s exposure.”



Chemical regulation post-Brexit

CHEM Trust’s view is that whatever 
the outcome of Brexit the UK 
Government must seek a future 
relationship with the European 
Chemical Agency and stay aligned 
to REACH and all other EU 
chemical-related laws.

EAC recommended: “As the UK’s 
chemicals regulator, the HSE should 
retain alignment to ECHA’s candidate 
list of substances of very high 
concern. Deviation should only 
happen where the intention is to 
increase safety standards by moving 
more quickly to restrict a substance 
of concern.”



Conclusion
• CHEM Trust very much welcomed the inquiry and 

the report recommendations.

• We sincerely hope that the issues raised are 
addressed in the forthcoming Chemical Strategy.


