
2004 - The EU introduces the first
Regulation on Food Contact 

Materials (FCM) based on principles 
in legislation from 1976.

2014  - EU Commission 
confirms there are gaps in the 

EU regulation on FCMs.

2016 - EU Parliament backs 
report calling for improvements 

to FCM laws.

February 2019  - EU Commission 
launches public consultation 

on FCM laws.

2010 - France and Denmark 
introduce restrictions on bisphenol 

A (BPA) in baby bottles.

2015 - France bans BPA in all FCMs.

2017 - EU Commission announces 
it will review FCM laws.

April 2019 - EU Parliament 
calls on the EU Commission to revise 

the FCM legislation to reduce the 
content of hazardous substances.

March 2020 - 33 scientists from 
around the world publish a 

Consensus Statement expressing 
deep concern about the current use of

harmful chemicals in FCMs.

May 2021 - European-wide 
investigation finds PFAS in 

disposable food packaging and 
tableware across Europe.

October 2021 - EU 
Parliament resolution calls for a 

rapid reform of FCM laws.
October 2022 - EU Commission 

launches another public 
consultation on the revision of 

FCM legislation.

December 2024 - EU 
Commission adopts the Regulation 

restricting the use of BPA and 
other hazardous bisphenols in food

contact materials.

April 2023 - DG Sante states that 
a legislative proposal is now 

expected in “2024 and beyond”.

April 2023 - BEUC publishes survey
showing that many consumers are 

worried about the impact of 
chemicals present in food packaging

and kitchenware on their health.
April 2023 - EFSA reduces the 

tolerable daily intake of BPA by 
20,000 times, and concludes that 
people in all age groups are at risk 

from BPA in their diets.

October 2024 - EU ban on PFHxA, 
a sub-group of PFAS, in food 
packaging enters into force.

May 2020 - EU Commission 
announces revision of law on 

chemicals in FCMs in its new Farm 
to Fork Strategy, with a proposal 

due by the end of 2022.

February 2025 - EU Packaging and 
Packaging Waste Regulation enters 
into force. It bans the use of PFAS 

in food contact packaging.

May 2026 - Six years on from the Fark to Fork Strategy, a
proposal has not been published. Harmful chemicals can still 

be used in food contact materials, landing on our plates!

6 YEARS SINCE ‘FARM TO FORK’ –
HARMFUL CHEMICALS ARE STILL

ON OUR PLATES!

2011 - EU bans BPA in baby bottles.
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