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Outline

▪ Commitment at EU level –
CSS action on harmful 
substances

▪ Lessons from HBM4EU

▪ CLP new hazard classes – how 
to make them work

▪ Interface with REACH updates



Three planetary crises:

▪ Climate change

▪ Loss of nature

▪ Pollution

UN Environment Programme Strategy 2022 - 2025



EU population widely exposed to known 
and suspected harmful substances
▪ PFAS, bisphenols, phthalates etc 

▪ Decreasing trends for some regulated 
substances show: regulation works

▪ Increasing levels of some ́ regrettable 
substitutes´

▪ Concentrations partly above HBM 
guidance values where health 
impacts cannot be excluded

Human biomonitoring: HBM4EU – Lessons learnt 

CHEM Trust briefing: https://chemtrust.org/de/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/04/CHEM-Trust_Belastungen-HBM4EU_Maerz-2023-FINAL.pdf

https://chemtrust.org/de/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/04/CHEM-Trust_Belastungen-HBM4EU_Maerz-2023-FINAL.pdf


HBM4EU – the body burden as unintentional mixture

▪ Network analysis of HBM data 
showed real-life exposure patterns to 
chemical mixtures occurring at the 
same time in the human body

▪ Single chemical risk assessment 
underestimates mixture risks

▪ A 2022 study showed that 17% of EU 
teenagers were at risk from 5 
phthalates (Lange et al., 2022)

Lange et al.: Cumulative risk assessment of five phthalates in European children and adolescents 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1438463922001353

CHEM Trust report: Chemical Cocktails



▪ More transparency and information on 
harmful properties in the supply chains 
(EDs, PBT,vPvB, PMT, vPvM)

▪ ED identification: 2 category approach 
welcome and needed to reflect different 
evidence available 

▪ Important to clarify details on evidence  
for the different categories (upcoming 
guidance document) 

▪ Integration of all available data in the 
assessment needed

▪ Global level: Integration into GHS 

CLP new hazard classes: an important milestone 

CHEM Trust article on new CLP hazard classes:
https://chemtrust.org/clp_new_hazard_classes/

https://chemtrust.org/clp_new_hazard_classes/
https://chemtrust.org/clp_new_hazard_classes/


Interface CLP and REACH

▪ REACH must deliver the data necessary for 
identification of harmful properties 
(improving and adapting data requirements)

▪ Then CLP can speed up the identification of 
EDs, PBTs/vPvBs and PMT/vPvMs

▪ Needs new regulatory approach for 
integration of the use of NAMs in regulatory 
decision making

▪ REACH must deliver improved risk 
management to reduce exposure to known 
and suspected harmful substances (i.e. 
including cat 2 for consumer products)

▪ Dynamic link between hazard classes and 
SVHC identification (REACH article 57)

CHEM Trust article on chemical safety assessments:
https://chemtrust.org/stronger-reach-alternative-methods/

CLP REACH

https://chemtrust.org/clp_new_hazard_classes/


▪ Continuation of the current status quo 
of pollution 

▪ The development and resilience of the 
EU chemicals industry and SMEs will 
also be hampered, due to a lack of a 
clear direction

▪ EU’s transition towards a sustainable 
and circular economy will be hindered

▪ The EU is unlikely to ensure toxic-free 
products by 2030

REACH revision and update of annexes: Time for delivery

https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Waiting-for-
REACH_EEB-CHEMTrust_2023.pdf



https://chemsec.org/investors-launch-initiative-to-tackle-chemical-pollution-crisis/



Conclusions

▪ EU research results call for reducing exposure levels in people and wildlife

▪ Use new CLP hazard classes to increase protection level by better controls

▪ Ensure known and suspected harmful substances such as endocrine disruptors 
are identified and regulated in REACH and specific product legislation

▪ Close knowledge gaps by improving data requirements in REACH and develop 
new regulatory frame for quicker decision making on identification (using 
grouping and NAMs)

▪ Time is now: Investors increasingly concerned about harmful pollutants



Need for faster prevention & protection

CHEM Trust publications and positions: 

• https://chemtrust.org/eu-policy-statements/

• CHEM Trust-HEAL-ClientEarth: ́ Identification of EDs under CLP´

• Joint NGO comments on updates of REACH Annexes re ED properties

https://chemtrust.org/eu-policy-statements/
https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Joint-CT_HEAL_CE-proposal-on-CLP-ED-criteria-March-2021-final-with-date.pdf
https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/The-update-of-REACH-Annexes.pdf
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