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Pesticides – Science & policy challenges
Historical overview
• 1999 “Community Strategy for Endocrine Disruptors” 

• Problem identification & commitment for policy action (precautionary 
principle)

• WHO reports 2000, 2012: 
• Definition, endocrine-related adversity in wildlife & humans, urge for 

policy-making

• Pesticide Regulation 1107/2009 – high level of protection
→ ED pesticide active substances (Cat 1) shall not be approved

• 2015: Endocrine Society – Health effects of ED 157 billion euros/year
• 2016: Scientific consensus by 23 scientists on the regulatory need of 

scientific criteria
• 2018: Scientific criteria to identify ED enter into force (5 years delay)

• 2023 CLP ED hazard class (Cat 1 & 2)
• 2024 OECD ad hoc expert group – there is a gap in GHS hazard 

classes for ED identification  & need for additional test methods 
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Pesticides – delays due to unfit data & gaps

• 2013: ED OECD guidelines in pesticide data requirements (Reg 283/2013)

• 2018: ED data gaps in application dossiers - EFSA ‘Stop the clock’ 
• 30 months to provide data for 44 substances 

• >18 months for 9 substances

• <5 month for 2 substances

• First non-approval decision of a pesticide because of ED-properties in 

2023
• To date: 22 ED pesticides identified, only 12 banned 

• Effective regulation to ensure protection from EDs depends on complete 

& good quality data, including scientific literature 
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Pesticides – delays & data interpretation

• Harmonised identification → implementation of guidance 

document 

• Ensure robust data interpretation, avoid slowing down 

identification procedure (e.g. thyroid effects)
• flufenacet

• metribuzin
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CLP Guidance document: good basis 

• Previous experience was incorporated well

(e.g. from ECHA ED expert group discussions)

• Work has started!

• Building expertise for classification discussions 

(ongoing)
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Weight of evidence

• Combined evaluation of data necessary

• ED ENV using ED HH data (and vice versa)

• Extrapolation between species

• Several Mode of actions and crosstalk

• Biologically plausible link and level of necessary 

detail for MoA assessment
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Accelerating identification of EDs

• Read-across and grouping must play a greater role to address the backlog 

in  classification decisions 

• Category approach is useful to reflect different evidence available 

• Category 2 for substances (could be interesting in particular for lower 

volume chemicals with less data or with predictions of adversity)

• Build experience in the use of evidence from  NAMs in classification 

decisions (positive in vitro results, prediction from AOPs)
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Status ED classification for industrial
chemicals

• Industry self-classification for ED
• Transitional periods for ED classification

• Current status ED self-classification and need for more work

• Regulatory consequences of ED classification
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Transitional periods for ED classification
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Figure from ECHA website: https://echa.europa.eu/new-hazard-classes-2023, last accessed 11 May 2026
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Transitional periods for ED classification
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ED self-classification soon mandatory for all substances that meet the CLP criteria

Figure from ECHA website: https://echa.europa.eu/new-hazard-classes-2023, last accessed 11 May 2026
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Industry self-classifications for ED

• 152 substances in the C&L inventory with 

an ED classification by at least one 

notifier (ED HH and/or ED ENV) 

• But for most of those substances only a 

minority of notifiers include ED in the 

classification (< 10 %)
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Lack of coherence in ED self-classifications

Analysis based on C&L inventory (beginning of May 2026)



Industry self-classifications for ED

• 152 substances in the C&L inventory with 

an ED classification by at least one 

notifier (ED HH and/or ED ENV) 

• But for most of those substances only a 

minority of notifiers include ED in the 

classification (< 10 %)

Reasons?

• Impurities? Data not available? 

Updates? Difficult to assess!
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Industry self-classifications for ED

• 152 substances in the C&L inventory with 

an ED classification by at least one 

notifier (ED HH and/or ED ENV) 

• But for most of those substances only a 

minority of notifiers include ED in the 

classification (< 10 %)

Further examination of
1) ED SVHCs

2) Substances proposed for ED CLH
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Lack of coherence in ED self-classifications

Analysis based on C&L inventory (beginning of May 2026)



1) Industry self-classifications for ED SVHCs
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For most ED SVHCs, ED classification 
was notified by at least one notifier:

22

2

Number ED SVHCs with ED classification notification

Number ED SVHCs without ED classification notification

Analysis based on CA/20/2026 document and C&L inventory (beginning of May 2026)



1) Industry self-classifications for ED SVHCs
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For most ED SVHCs, ED classification 
was notified by at least one notifier:

But in most cases only a minority of

notifiers include ED in the classification:

22

2

Number ED SVHCs with ED classification notification

Number ED SVHCs without ED classification notification

Analysis based on CA/20/2026 document and C&L inventory (beginning of May 2026)

ED self-classifications is applied for ED SVHCs, but not coherently



2) Industry self-classifications for 
substances proposed for ED CLH

• 11 proposals for ED CLH currently 

under consultation or opinion 

development at RAC, covering at 

least 54 substances

• Only 5 of these substances have an 

ED notification by at least one 

notifier
• 4 medium-chain ortho-phthalates (ED 

SVHCs)

• 1H-benzotriazole
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49

Number substances with ED CLH proposal with ED classification notification

Number substances with ED CLH proposal without ED classification notification

Analysis based on C&L inventory (beginning of May 2026)

Few substances proposed for ED CLH are self-classified for ED



Need for more work on industry self-
classifications for ED

• ED self-classification soon mandatory for all substances that meet the 

CLP criteria
• Current findings may still be influenced by transitional periods

• Lack of coherence in ED self-classifications

• ED self-classifications is applied for ED SVHCs, but not coherently
• ‘Transfer ATP’ in progress

• Few substances proposed for ED CLH are self-classified for ED
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Improved data availability for ED (self-)classification, e.g. through 

REACH information requirements



Regulatory consequences of ED 
classification

• ED HH and ED ENV = new hazard

classes (2023)

• More work on regulatory

consequences of ED classification

needed

• Positive example: EU Toy Safety

Regulation (Regulation (EU) 

2025/2509)
• Article 5: Essential safety requirements 

(applies from 1 August 2030)
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Conclusions
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Thanks for your attention!
Angeliki Lysimachou (PAN Europe), Ninja Reineke (ChemTrust), Esther Smollich (HEAL) 
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