To: Ashley Dalton MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for
Health and Social Care

Dear Minister, 26.02.2025

Congratulations on your recent appointment; we look forward to engaging with you in
your new role.

I am writing to you on behalf of CHEM Trust, a public health and environment NGO with
expertise in chemical regulation.

We are writing to ask that the Government introduce a ban on bisphenol A and other
harmful bisphenols from materials that come into contact with our food and drink, in
line with recent legislation adopted in the EU. We also urge that steps are taken to
catch up with other EU restrictions on harmful chemicals in food contact materials
such as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, (PFAS), introduced since Great Britain left
the EU’s regulatory system.

Bisphenol A or BPA is a hormone disrupting or endocrine disrupting chemical. Decades
of research have linked exposure to BPA to a wide range of health impacts, including
breast cancer, prostate cancer, obesity, diabetes, and impacts on the immune system.
Children are particularly vulnerable to the effects of EDCs such as BPA, and even small
exposures can cause irreversible harm, such as impacts on brain development. BPA
has many different uses, including in items that store or come into contact with food
and drink. The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has stated that all age groups are
atrisk from BPA in their diets, and human biomonitoring studies show that Europeans
are not only widely exposed to BPA but also increasingly, similarly harmful bisphenols
used as BPA substitutes.

To address this public health threat, the EU has adopted a ban on the use of BPA in
certain food contact materials. The ban will also restrict other bisphenols for this use as
soon as they are classified under the Classification, Labelling and Packaging Regulation
as carcinogenic, mutagenic, reprotoxic or endocrine disrupting. These chemicals will
automatically be restricted without needing a specific risk assessment. The
introduction of the ban is expected to decrease levels of BPA in the European
population because diet is a major source of exposure.

Unfortunately, Great Britain is limited in its ability to match this measure due to the
decision taken by the previous government in 2023 not to adopt new classifications for
endocrine disruption in the classification, labelling and packaging of chemicals
regulation (GB CLP). (EU CLP is in place in Northern Ireland under the Windsor
Framework). We are writing to ask if you would make representations to the
Department for Work & Pensions, which is responsible for CLP policy, about the need
for Great Britain to harmonise with the new EU classifications. We were heartened by
the recent announcement by the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland indicating his
interest in applying a consistent regime for Classification, Labelling and Packaging
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across the UK. The need to protect the public’s health from endocrine disrupting
bisphenols is a tangible example of why we need a consistent CLP regime across the
United Kingdom.

Additionally, we urge you to catch up with the EU and match bans introduced on other
harmful chemicals in food contact materials since we left REACH. The EU has
restricted PFAS in certain food contact materials via the Packaging and Packaging and
Waste Regulation and via a restriction on a sub-group of PFAS widely used in food
contact materials called PFHxA. PFAS are also known as the forever chemicals
because once they are in the environment, they do not degrade. They have
contaminated every corner of the globe, and in the UK, they have been detected in
people’s blood, drinking water, and food. Some PFAS are EDCs, and two of the most
studied chemicals in the family have been shown to promote kidney and testicular
cancers, impact reproduction, foetal development, and the immune system. Scientists
are also greatly concerned about the health impacts of other PFAS.

The threat posed by harmful chemicals such as BPA and PFAS must be addressed to
help meet your department’s mission to create a country where everyone lives well for
longer. Non-communicable diseases are the leading cause of mortality in the UK, and
exposure to EDCs is linked to the development of chronic diseases with high incidences
in the UK: cardiovascular disease, obesity and diabetes. Reducing the population’s
exposure to bisphenols and PFAS is a step towards preventing illnesses before they
happen and reducing pressure on our health service. The science is clear. The world-
renowned Endocrine Society has described the data linking EDCs or classes of EDCs to
chronic disease as ‘in some cases comparable in strength and breadth to the evidence
linking smoking with lung cancer’. This is a serious public health concern, and UK
citizens should be as well protected as their neighbours across the channel.

We would be delighted to meet you and discuss this further and look forward to
receiving your reply.

Yours Sincerely,

Dr Anna Watson, Director of Policy and Advocacy, CHEM Trust
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