L 4
) '..
: L 4
Xy CHEMTrust ‘o,
Protecting humans and wildlife 4
from harmful chemicals ’0
3

The Benetits, Challenges,
and Limitations of
national PFAS bans

A CHEM Trust
Briefing

November, 2025




L]
L ]
g N
n
e : 5
W .
NAS .
“
)
0

" Table of contents

EXECULIVE SUMMANY ... s e e e e s s s s e e s s e e m e s snsmemamnn s 1.
What actions have France and Denmark taken?........cccccevmvimiimiminnnnenennan. 2.
T8 0= [ 2.
75 010 2.
Timeline of PFAS regulations in Denmark, Franceand EU..........cccvvuvivenreienenns 3.
What are national bans achieVing?..........ccueeimimieiiemcreieeeemememeeneeennes 4.

The Danish ban has already made food contact materials safer................. 4.

The Danish ban will give additional protection to consumers and the

environment from emissions from textiles ..........cceueveemieenieerrerrmieenenn. 4.

The French law is already prompting companies to remove PFAS................ 4.
Why the PFAS bans in Denmark and France do not go far enough................... 5.

They do not cover iNAUSEIIal USES ........cuveurereeerenreemssnsensnsenssnsnnsnnsnsens 5.

The importance of enforcemMEeNt ..........eveeeeeeeirmieeeeeeeeererernrn s enenne, 5.
Are national bans in line with EU regulations?.........cc.ceervveveiernrnrermnenensnrnns 5.

Acting ahead of but in alignment withthe EU.........cccovveiivieiriceireeenennn, 5.

Do national bans disrupt the single market?..........cc.cvevrveireriecreienrerenrnnes 6.
The growing momentum for Nnational action ...........ceeiereereerenrmreeenrensennes 6.
Conclusion and Recommendations .........veereurreurrmseensrenrensemsermneenseenns 7.
Further Information .........ccceeeiriiieciicc e e e 7.

RUS LT 10l 8.



Executive Summary

PFAS (Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) are a large family of over 10,000 highly persistent chemicals. For the
most studied of these chemicals, there is strong evidence of links to impacts on our health and the
environment [1]. In 2023, the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) published the universal PFAS restriction
dossier (UPFAS restriction), which paves the way for a broad ban of PFAS [2]. In August 2025, the 5 member
states submitted an updated dossier [3] after taking into account comments received during the initial public
consultation. The updated dossier adds 8 new sectors, proposes some new exemptions, longer transition
times for recovered material, and an option for the continued manufacture of PFAS for the derogated uses,
provided emission standards are met. ECHA has said that it will finalise its opinions on the dossier by the end of
2026 [4]. Following this, the European Commission will draft a definitive proposal for a vote by Member States.
The restriction process is expected to conclude around 2029.

Meanwhile, citizens continue to demand action to protect their health and environment, and these demands
are often aimed at national governments. Denmark and France have introduced PFAS national action plans
and laws restricting PFAS use in some consumer products, such as cosmetics and textiles [5]. Although we
know that industrial uses are a major source of PFAS emissions, and therefore a major source of exposure for
people and the environment, these action plans do not cover industrial uses [2]. Citizens and municipal
governments are also calling for national bans in Belgium [6] and the Netherlands [7], but so far, no national
action has been taken in the two countries.

This briefing examines some of the benefits and challenges of taking national action ahead of EU regulation,
using Denmark and France as examples. It shows how carefully designed national laws can align with and pave
the way for anticipated EU regulations.

National bans are not without their challenges, including ensuring that they don’t disrupt the internal market.
However, so far, the bans in Denmark and France have acted ahead of, but mainly in alignment with the
proposed UPFAS restriction, and hence are not problematic for a cohesive EU market. Enforcing national bans
on imports from online purchases —to protect environmental and consumer protection standards will be a
challenge, but the EU also faces this challenge, and this is prompting action from the European Commission

[8].

National bans respond to citizens’ demands for action and can act more quickly to impose restrictions on
certain products, but they are not a substitute for action at the EU level. The EU must swiftly move ahead with
a strong UPFAS restriction with minimal derogations and transition times. A broad restriction on PFAS, including
in industrial products, is essential to halt the continuing contamination of our environment, drinking water,
food, and organisms with these forever chemicals.

Regulatory Action in Denmark, France, and EU
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https://chemtrust.org/pfas/
https://chemtrust.org/pfas/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/f605d4b5-7c17-7414-8823-b49b9fd43aea
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/f605d4b5-7c17-7414-8823-b49b9fd43aea
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-publishes-updated-pfas-restriction-proposal
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/111425157/echa_update_pfas_en.pdf/6775e241-204e-af0a-a2d0-4c16ba2c138d?t=1756287349062
https://chemtrust.org/news/pfas-ban-passed-in-france/
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/f605d4b5-7c17-7414-8823-b49b9fd43aea
https://www.bondbeterleefmilieu.be/pfas/petitie
https://pfasproject.com/2024/02/06/mps-call-on-chemours-to-put-health-first-campaign-for-pfas-ban/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_410

What actions have France and Denmark taken?

Denmark

In Denmark, the concerns of citizens [9] can be traced back to the area of Korsgr, where meat from an
ecological community farm was polluted with PFAS from a firefighting training site located upstream of the
grazing meadows. This and other pollution incidents led Danish authorities to take action on PFAS. Denmark
has already introduced several restrictions on PFAS (see the timeline below for full details). For example, the
food packaging ban [10] was prompted by concerns raised by the Danish DTU National Food Institute upon
finding PFAS in food packaging during analysis. This raised concern about the risk of food contamination. It was
also supported in 2015 by the Danish member-owned supermarket Coop which decided to ban all PFAS in
food packaging made out of paper and cardboard and submitted a draft resolution to the Danish parliament
for a legal ban. Restrictions on PFAS in food packaging were followed by restrictions in firefighting foams at
training sites [11] and most recently on consumer textile and footwear products [12].

In 2024, the Danish Parliament also presented a new National Plan [13] allocating around €54 million to
prevent, contain, and clean up PFAS contamination across Denmark. This includes funds for monitoring and
cleaning up PFAS in soil and water, biomonitoring of the public, monitoring of food and animal feed, raising
public awareness, and working with the industry to develop alternatives to PFAS to reduce emissions. It also
includes increasing state-funded research into PFAS pollution from incinerators, how to manage PFAS in
landfills and construction waste, and analysing PFAS in textile waste.

In 2025, Denmark again acted ahead of the EU by banning 23 PFAS pesticides that can form and leach
trifluoroacetic acid (TFA) into groundwater [14]. This very persistent, very mobile PFAS is often found to
contaminate drinking water [15].

France

Concern about PFAS in France is high due to high levels of contamination in several parts of the country. Over
14,000 citizens signed a petition, coordinated by Générations Futures [16], calling for a PFAS ban and in the
National Assembly the momentum for a ban was spearheaded by Green MP Nicolas Thierry [16].

In 2025, France adopted a new law that will come into force in January 2026, that prohibits the manufacture,
import, export, and sale of various products containing PFAS [17]. These include cosmetics, ski waxes,
consumer textiles, and footwear and their waterproofing agents. In 2030, the ban will extend to all textiles,
except for “textile products necessary for essential uses such as protective gear related to national defence”
(Article 1). However, the draft decree to implement this part of the law does not explicitly refer to shoes,
introducing some uncertainty over its scope which campaigners in France are seeking to clarify for legal
certainty [18].



https://rgo.dk/en/pfas-turn-off-the-tap-now/
https://impakter.com/denmarks-pfas-ban-a-landmark-decision-for-a-healthier-future/
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2023/1360
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2023/1360
https://rrma-global.org/news-details/denmark-cleared-to-proceed-with-national-pfas-ban-in-clothing-and-footwear/MjAyNA==
https://stateofgreen.com/en/news/first-in-eu-denmark-launches-plan-to-eliminate-pfas-pollution/
https://www.pan-europe.info/blog/denmark-bans-23-pfas-pesticide-products-because-they-pollute-groundwater
https://chemtrust.org/tfa-everywhere-and-forever-faq/
https://shaketonpolitique.org/interpellations/proposition-loi-pfas/
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000051260902/
https://www.generations-futures.fr/actualites/consultations-publiques-decrets-pfas/

A new polluter pays tax will also be introduced to hold polluters to account for the costs of PFAS

contamination. The tax will apply to all facilities authorised under the French regulation for facilities that pose
risks or cause pollution —the Installations Classées pour la Protection de I'Environnement (ICPE regime). For
example, the tax should apply to major emitters such as Solvay, Arkema, and BASF. The annual fee for industrial
emissions of PFAS into water is set at €100 per 100 grams of ‘in scope’ PFAS that are emitted and applies
where there are discharges over 100 grams per year. The intention is that the tax revenue will fund upgrades to
water treatment infrastructure and help municipalities with monitoring and remediation. Failure to comply
with emissions controls could result in additional fines or legal action. According to Nicolas Thierry, the tax
should raise about €10 million per year [19]. However, the decree which is needed to implement this part of

the law, has been delayed until 2026 [20].

In addition, the law sets out requirements for greater data transparency and public information including maps
that identify sites that emit or have emitted PFAS into the environment and regional publication of data

showing PFAS contamination of drinking water.

The law also sets out a target for the French government to end the release of PFAS chemicals into water by
2030 from industrial sources. This measure goes beyond soon-to-be-adopted EU legislation which requires the
progressive reduction of discharges, emissions and losses of a group of 25 PFAS to natural waters, and phase-
out within 20 years 'where appropriate' [21]. However, the decree which implements this part of the law has
been criticised for being too weak by French NGOs, including Générations Futures [22], so it remains to be

seen whether the law will actually deliver a significant reduction in emissions to water.

Although these additional measures, if fully implemented, to stop emissions from production processes are
welcome, the best way to stop PFAS contamination is to ensure that there are no emissions during the whole
life cycle of the product. In France, which is the location for major pesticide production, stopping PFAS at the

source will require banning PFAS pesticides in addition to the uses covered in the uPFAS restriction.

Timeline of PFAS regulations in Denmark, France and EU
* In 2020 Denmark banned PFAS in paper and cardboard food packaging [23].

¢ In 2023 the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) published the universal PFAS restriction dossier [2].

» In 2023 France launched a PFAS Action Plan [24].

« |n 2024 Denmark banned PFAS in firefighting foams [11].
 In 2024 Denmark introduced a PFAS National Plan [13].

o In 2024 France updated its 2023 PFAS Action Plan [25].

« In February 2025 the National Assembly of France adopted a law prohibiting the manufacture, import,

export, and sale of various products containing PFAS from January 1st 2026 (products including:

cosmetics, ski wax, consumer textiles, footwear) [17].

« InFebruary 2025 France also legislated for the introduction of a polluter pays tax to hold polluters to

account for the costs of PFAS contamination [26].

 In March 2025 Denmark confirmed it would proceed with a ban on PFAS in consumer textile and

footwear products [12].
« InJuly 2025 Denmark banned 23 PFAS pesticides [14].

« In October 2025 the EU published a restriction on PFAS in firefighting foams with transition times between

12 months and 10 years [27].

 In Novemer 2025 the EU confirmed it would restrict PFAS in toys, with a transition period of 54 months

[28].
* InJanuary 2026 the EU will ban PFAS in food contact materials under the PPWR [29].

 In 2030, the ban in France will extend to all textiles except for ‘textile products necessary for essential uses’

[17].
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https://vert.eco/articles/nicolas-thierry-depute-a-lorigine-de-la-loi-sur-les-pfas-cest-le-scandale-sanitaire-de-ce-debut-de-21eme-siecle
https://www.generations-futures.fr/actualites/report-redevance-pfas/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/09/23/water-pollution-council-and-parliament-reach-provisional-deal-to-update-priority-substances-in-surface-and-ground-waters/
https://www.generations-futures.fr/actualites/decret-trajectoire-reduction-pfas/
https://en.foedevarestyrelsen.dk/Media/638210239823191854/Faktaark%20FCM%20(english).pdf
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/f605d4b5-7c17-7414-8823-b49b9fd43aea
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/documents/22261_Plan-PFAS.pdf
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2023/1360
https://stateofgreen.com/en/news/first-in-eu-denmark-launches-plan-to-eliminate-pfas-pollution/
https://sante.gouv.fr/sante-et-environnement/eaux/article/un-plan-interministeriel-sur-les-pfas-pour-repondre-aux-enjeux-sanitaires-et
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000051260902/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/topics/policy-sub-issues/risk-management-risk-reduction-and-sustainable-chemistry2/pfas-country-information/France.pdf
https://rrma-global.org/news-details/denmark-cleared-to-proceed-with-national-pfas-ban-in-clothing-and-footwear/MjAyNA==
https://www.pan-europe.info/blog/denmark-bans-23-pfas-pesticide-products-because-they-pollute-groundwater
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202501988
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202500040&pk_campaign=todays_OJ&pk_source=EUR-Lex&pk_medium=X&pk_content=Environment&pk_keyword=Regulation
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000051260902/

What are national bans achieving?

The Danish ban has already made food contact materials safer

In 2020, a study by Arnika, CHEM Trust and others [30] indicated that McDonald’s had stopped using PFAS in
small French fries’ bags in Denmark to comply with the Danish PFAS restriction. McDonald’s French fries’ bags
from the Czech Republic, Germany and the United Kingdom, bought at the same time, demonstrated
intentional PFAS treatment. More recent Danish Consumer Council tests [31] show that most of the Danish
products complied with the national ban in food packaging, except one popcorn bag which did contain PFAS.
This shows the need for continued monitoring and enforcement. However, this popcorn company informed
the Danish Consumer Council that they will no longer be selling the popcorn to Danish consumers —which is
good news for Danish citizens. The same tests also found that PFAS were present in the food paper products
from other European countries. This shows that despite the availability of marketable PFAS-free products,
companies can decide to act only in that country where stricter rules are in place. This demonstrates the need
for a broader EU-wide action to protect all EU consumers.

The Danish ban will give additional protection to consumers and the environment
from emissions from textiles

Denmark’s notification to the European Commission shows that textiles [in Denmark] account for a significant
portion of PFAS emissions, with clothing and footwear alone contributing approximately 380 tonnes per year
[32]. By implementing this restriction, including on imports, Denmark expects to reduce PFAS emissions by
200-300 tonnes per year, which it says represents “35-50 per cent of the estimated total emissions from the
production and marketing of products” (Section 9) [32]. Recent testing carried out by the Danish Consumer
Council (before the ban has come into effect) also shows that waterproof coats sold in Denmark contain

PFAS, further showing that the ban will reduce PFAS contamination from textiles in Denmark [33].

The French law is already prompting companies to remove PFAS

The French ban on consumer textiles and cosmetics is to be applied from January 2026, but some companies
have acted ahead of the legislation by starting to take PFAS out of their products. During the National Assembly
debate about the French ban, this was confirmed by the Minister for Ecological Transition, Biodiversity, Forests,
the Sea and Fisheries, Agnées Pannier-Runacher. She pointed out that in preparing the text for the law “We
obviously worked with French manufacturers, who are ahead of the game when it comes to removing PFAS
from their products, particularly in the cosmetics sector” [34].

Cosmetics are not as significant a source of PFAS emissions as textiles, and PFAS use in cosmetics is already
declining. However, there is a strong health concern about the remaining use of cosmetics containing PFAS,
which includes products applied directly to the skin, especially for women and teenage girls who are
disproportionately impacted by harmful chemicals [35]. The ban introduces stronger protection for French
citizens than continued reliance on voluntary initiatives would.

The new rules for water pollution are also encouraging the industry to act. French utility giant Veolia says in a
post on LinkedIn [36] the move to restrict PFAS in France “encourages us, collectively, manufacturers and
environmental actors, to rethink our processes and to act even more upstream to prevent pollution.” It is
welcome to see big companies like Veolia having to think about avoiding pollution —the best way to do this will
be to find alternatives to PFAS in its operations.

In time national bans should help cut PFAS use and emissions in other countries by demonstrating that
alternatives are possible.
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https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/PFASreport_FCM_May2021.pdf
https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/PFASreport_FCM_May2021.pdf
https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/PFASreport_FCM_May2021.pdf
https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/PFASreport_FCM_May2021.pdf
https://taenk.dk/new-findings-pfas-wide-range-products-dental-floss-air-fryers
https://technical-regulation-information-system.ec.europa.eu/en/notification/26455
https://chemtrust.org/news/forever-chemicals-rain-jackets/
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/17/comptes-rendus/seance/session-ordinaire-de-2024-2025/premiere-seance-du-jeudi-20-fevrier-2025
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/17/comptes-rendus/seance/session-ordinaire-de-2024-2025/premiere-seance-du-jeudi-20-fevrier-2025
https://chemtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/A-womans-perspective-on-chemicals.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/veolia-france_eau-santaez-pfas-activity-7298725661806837760-7ZKN?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAQ2fPAB3qmElTje2gjq19JD5eEFuE3z36Q
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/veolia-france_eau-santaez-pfas-activity-7298725661806837760-7ZKN?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAQ2fPAB3qmElTje2gjq19JD5eEFuE3z36Q

Why the PFAS bans in Denmark and France do not go far enough.

The national bans in Denmark and France are not as comprehensive as the EU’s uPFAS restriction for the
below reasons:

They do not cover industrial uses

The proposed UPFAS restriction goes beyond consumer products to include industrial products, whereas the
national bans so far only cover the use of PFAS in consumer products. Even within consumer products the bans
do not cover all uses. For example, in Denmark the ban does not cover cookware or cosmetics, and some
consumer textiles such as curtains and home furnishings are also excluded. In France the ban originally
contained cookware but an exemption was granted following strong industry lobbying [37]. The national bans
are important because they remove the risk of direct exposure from some commonly used products, and also
reduce exposure via the wider environment, but they won't eliminate PFAS exposure that occurs due to
industrial uses. That is why a comprehensive EU restriction is so important.

The importance of enforcement

Introducing a ban on particular chemicals in products is only effective with good enforcement. As noted above,
PFAS may still be found in products even after they have been restricted and action needs to be taken. In
particular ensuring compliance of imported products bought online can be a challenge, but this is necessary to
protect consumers and reassure national companies that imported products are held to the same standards.
The challenges posed by enforcement are not a reason for member states not to restrict PFAS but rather a
reason to strengthen controls on online products.

Denmark and France have both expressed confidence that they can enforce their national bans at their
borders. However, recent testing of shoes in Denmark found that 9 out of 11 shoes from AliExpress, Temu and
Shein contained harmful and illegal chemicals such as phthalates, chlorinated paraffins, heavy metals and
PAHs, indicating that the challenges involved in enforcement of imports from online stores go much wider than
PFAS [38]. This is a challenge for the EU as much as it is for member states, and the EU is currently considering
how to strengthen controls [39] as well as specific investigations into Temu and Shein [40]. However, while
awaiting an EU solution the director of the Danish Consumer Council [41] is urging the national government to
better enforce existing laws and consider whether they need strengthening as well as increasing testing and
consumer information.

Are national bans in line with EU regulations?

Acting ahead of but in alighment with the EU

The Danish and French bans on PFAS in textiles have been prepared to anticipate forthcoming EU wide action.
For example, in Denmark [32] and France [42] the limit for the amount of PFAS allowed in the consumer
products covered by the ban matches that of the proposed uPFAS restriction and corresponds to levels
typically associated with intentional PFAS use. Denmark also says [32] that its national ban will remain in force
until it is replaced by the EU restriction.



https://taenk.dk/kemi/visit-our-english-version/nine-out-11-shoes-online-platforms-contain-illegal-and-hazardous
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/e-commerce-communication-comprehensive-eu-toolbox-safe-and-sustainable-e-commerce
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/02/05/european-commission-opens-shein-probe-and-targets-chinese-e-commerce-giants
https://detailwatch.dk/nyheder/ecommerce/article17570036.ece
https://www.politico.eu/article/france-votes-to-ban-forever-chemicals-exempting-frying-pans/
https://technical-regulation-information-system.ec.europa.eu/en/notification/26455
https://www.complianceandrisks.com/blog/france-unveils-landmark-draft-orders-implementing-its-pfas-restriction-law/
https://technical-regulation-information-system.ec.europa.eu/en/notification/26455

When Denmark banned PFAS in paper and card food contact materials it went beyond EU regulations, but in
fact, the Commission is now catching up with Denmark. The Danish limit for the total amount of PFAS
allowable (in paper and cardboard) is still stricter than the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation
(PPWR) [29], but the EU regulations will go further by banning the use of PFAS in all food contact packaging
from January 2026. In October 2025, the EU published a restriction on PFAS in firefighting foams [27] that is
more comprehensive than the Danish ban but with transition times between 12 months and 10 years. The
regulation refers to the early action by Denmark and stresses the need to “ensure a harmonised high level of
protection of human health and the environment across the Union and to ensure the free movement of goods
within the Union” (Recital 8).

National bans can be useful in acting ahead of the EU-wide PFAS regulations and showing what is possible.
Denmark is acting ahead of rather than beyond the EU regulations and in its Danish Action Plan the
government confirms that one of its specific objectives is “Advocating for a general ban on PFAS across the EU”
[13].

Do national bans disrupt the single market?

In setting out the need for an EU-wide restriction, the proposed uPFAS restriction published in 2023 states that
introducing measures to restrict PFAS at the Member State level has implications for the functioning of the
internal market. It makes sense that EU wide measures ensure a level playing field for businesses as well as
ensuring equal protection for all EU citizens from the health impacts of harmful chemicals.

However, as explained above, the national bans introduced have acted in anticipation of the uPFAS restriction,
so the difference in regulations will be temporary. The Danish proposal for a PFAS ban in textiles was submitted
to the EU [12] under the Single Market Transparency Directive [43]. No objections were raised by the
European Commission or other Member States during the three-month period during which there was an
opportunity to raise objections to the draft text. The French ban will go through the same process.

In June 2025 the EU Commission launched a new Single Market Strategy —a “plan to make the single market
simpler, seamless and strong” including removing “harmful barriers” [43]. It remains to be seen whether this
will make national PFAS bans harder in the future. However, the best solution to avoiding disruption to the
single market is for a broad restriction on PFAS to be introduced at the EU level as proposed in 2023.

The growing momentum for national action

There is now a growing momentum behind national bans in other member states including the Netherlands
and Belgium.

In the Netherlands, polls show that 9 out of 10 people support new measures to stop PFAS pollution [44]. PFAS
contamination is a major issue in several parts of the country, including widespread contamination of surface
water [45]. Municipalities in the Netherlands are calling for a national PFAS ban [46]. The Dordrecht
environment alderman Tanja de Jonge commented on the wait for the uPFAS restriction. “There is a huge
decision-making process around it. Once that is done, there will be a decision that is more solid and more
permanent than a national decision. But that will take years." Dordrecht, which has been fighting against
emissions from the Chemours factory, submitted the motion with twenty other municipalities to the annual
conference of the Association of Netherlands Municipalities (VNG) in June, for a national ban; all 324
municipalities agreed, and the motion was unanimously adopted [47]. However, so far in the Netherlands,
ministers have rejected a national ban, preferring to work on voluntary initiatives with companies to phase out
the use of PFAS and to continue to support the EU-wide uPFAS restriction [48].



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202500040&pk_campaign=todays_OJ&pk_source=EUR-Lex&pk_medium=X&pk_content=Environment&pk_keyword=Regulation
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202501988
https://stateofgreen.com/en/news/first-in-eu-denmark-launches-plan-to-eliminate-pfas-pollution/
https://rrma-global.org/news-details/denmark-cleared-to-proceed-with-national-pfas-ban-in-clothing-and-footwear/MjAyNA==
https://rrma-global.org/news-details/denmark-cleared-to-proceed-with-national-pfas-ban-in-clothing-and-footwear/MjAyNA==
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/strategy_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/strategy_en
https://nltimes.nl/2024/09/09/nearly-dutch-people-want-measures-taken-combat-pfas
https://nltimes.nl/2025/02/18/high-pfas-concentrations-found-170-locations-netherlands
https://nltimes.nl/2025/02/18/high-pfas-concentrations-found-170-locations-netherlands
https://www.ad.nl/dordrecht/gemeenten-roepen-op-tot-landelijk-pfas-verbod-europa-wacht-te-lang~a52e0b682/
https://www.sustainabilityinbusiness.blog/2025/07/latest-updates-on-per-and-polyfluorinated-substances-pfas-2/
https://nltimes.nl/2025/07/22/cabinet-opposes-nationwide-pfas-ban

In Belgium over 27,000 citizens have signed a petition demanding that action be taken nationally to phase out
PFAS and for Belgium to take the lead in advocating for an EU-wide ban. In September, the petition was
handed to the Belgian Climate Minister by environmental group Bond Beter Leefmilieu and backed by a range
of organisations, including health insurers [6]. Jean-Luc Crucke, Minister of Mobility, Climate and Ecological
Transition, promised to submit a proposal to the government to ban PFAS in certain products. He referred to
the UPFAS proposal but promised that “...if that were to progress too slowly, we will act ourselves” [6].

Conclusion and Recommendations

CHEM Trust considers that national bans are a useful first step in giving some protection from PFAS exposure to
consumers and the environment in those countries ahead of EU regulation. National bans are also a catalyst
for the industry to innovate away from PFAS and find alternatives in certain products, demonstrating that it’s
possible to go PFAS-free. However, all EU citizens and the environment across the EU must have equal
protection from harmful chemicals, which can only be achieved via EU-wide regulation. The solutions are
available in the proposal for a broad restriction published by ECHA in 2023.

CHEM Trust recommends that:

1.The EU must swiftly move ahead with a strong uPFAS restriction with minimal derogations and transition
times. A broad restriction on PFAS, including in industrial products, is essential to halt the continuing
contamination of our environment, drinking water and food with these forever chemicals.

2.Meanwhile, Member States should adopt national action plans setting out PFAS restrictions that are most
relevant to reduce exposure to their citizens until the EU universal PFAS restriction comes into force.

3.The polluter-pays principle must be applied consistently in the EU to guarantee that the burden of cost is
borne by the polluter, including the producer, rather than the taxpayer.

4.The EU should strengthen legislation on pesticides, biocides, and pharmaceuticals to tackle sources of
PFAS pollution not covered by the uPFAS restriction.

Further information

The Stop PFAS Manifesto, signed by over 100 NGOs, makes the case for a broad PFAS restriction and shows
that many alternatives already exist.

HEAL have produced a new report about national PFAS action and policies in Europe and beyond.
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https://banpfasmanifesto.org/en/
https://www.env-health.org/health-groups-urge-eu-and-member-states-to-fix-uneven-pfas-protection-across-europe/
https://www.bondbeterleefmilieu.be/pfas/petitie
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