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PFAS ‘forever chemicals’ are a group of over 10,000
extremely persistent synthetic chemicals that can build
up in the environment, our bodies and wildlife.

PFAS pollution violates the fundamental human right
to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment
for current and future generations.

Investors are advising companies to move away from
PFAS due to high business risks (e.g. reputational
damage, insurance costs & liability risks). 

Why are PFAS a problem?

Healthcare costs from
PFAS exposure in the EU

are estimated to be €52-84
billion annually while the
estimated total cost of

PFAS clean-up in Europe
is €10-20 billion.

What is the cost of
PFAS pollution? 

PFAS Alternatives and
the Green Transition

A "green transition" built on
irreversible chemical pollution

is not “green”

PFAS pollution is a failure of EU
Chemicals Regulation, REACH

Soil and water mapping shows rampant PFAS
pollution across the EU. 

The EU is considering a universal PFAS
restriction but it is under threat from industry
lobbying. Decision makers must ensure that the
proposal remains robust.

Health effects
of some PFAS

Interference with the hormone
and reproductive systems.

Impacts on the immune
system.

Promotion of certain cancers
(e.g. kidney & testicular
cancer).



Evidence shows that restrictions incentivise innovation,
driving research and collaboration to find alternatives.
Restricting PFAS will increase the market potential for
manufacturers and suppliers of PFAS alternative
technologies.

Regulating PFAS will drive innovation
in the EU

3 things you didn’t know about
PFAS

No PFAS have ever been classified as ‘low concern’
for health and the environment. OECD recently
clarified this in an official statement. 

The EU F-gas regulation does not include those F-gases  
which do not cause global warming. The uPFAS dossier
must restrict these gases as some of them are PFAS.  

Many companies are making dedicated efforts to move
away from PFAS in their products/supply chains,
demonstrating that a PFAS-free economy is possible.

PFAS-free alternatives in solar
panels and heat pumps are already

available on the market

Mothers can pass PFAS
onto the baby developing

in their womb

Scan for our PFAS &
green transition FAQs 

1. The restriction should maintain its
broad scope, covering all PFAS,
including fluoropolymers.

2. Derogations should be kept to
a minimum targeting specific and
critical uses with no acceptable
alternatives.

3. Transition times should be as
short as possible with no time
unlimited derogations.

Policy recommendations
for the uPFAS Restriction

Fluoropolymers are a type
of PFAS used in various

applications including
some green transition

sectors. Their production
& disposal emits a

variety of harmful PFAS.

Fluoropolymers


