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5 August 2021 

Thank you for your letter of 27 May about CHEM Trust’s briefing about the analysis of 
PFAS chemicals in takeaway food packaging from UK high street retailers. I apologise for 
the delay in responding. Defra is currently dealing with high volumes of correspondence. 
 

Defra policy officials would be interested to meet with you and talk through the report and 
its implications and will be in touch soon to arrange this. 
 
The Food Standards Agency (FSA) is considering the European Food Safety Authority’s 

(EFSA) opinion on the risk to human health related to the presence of perfluoroalkyl 
substances in food.  This also includes its relevance to, and presence in, food packaging 
materials such as paper and board. The Committee on Toxicity of Chemicals in Food, 
Consumer Products and the Environment (COT) are also carrying out an in-depth review 

of the EFSA opinion. The latest draft statement was discussed during the most recent 
COT meeting, on 6 July 2021. The draft statement can be found at: 
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COTMeeting6thJuly2021  
 

Once the COT has published its finalised statement, the FSA will consider what risk 
management measures may be needed to mitigate risks to consumers due to the 
presence of PFAS in food and food contact materials, including those arising from 
environmental sources. This is something that the FSA has been keeping under review 

since 2005. 
 
Defra and the EA have set up a coordinated programme of work that will help us to assess 
levels of PFAS occurring in the environment, to identify sources and potential risks, and to 

inform future policy and regulatory approaches. This work will include the development of 
new analytical methods, mapping of legacy uses, and water company investigations to 
understand removal of PFAS during wastewater treatment. The EA has already been 
progressively adding PFAS chemicals to its surveillance monitoring programmes. 

 
Thank you once again for taking the time to contact me about this important issue. Please 
let me know if I can be of any further assistance with this or any other matters in the future. 

 
REBECCA POW MP 
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