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Who is CHEM Trust ?

https://chemtrust.org
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CHEM Trust is an NGO – a collaboration between UK charity CHEM Trust and CHEM 
Trust Europe in Germany 

Microsoft Word - Joint CT_HEAL_CE proposal on CLP

Chemical Cocktails – The neglected threat of toxic mixtures and how to fix it (chemtrust.org)

ED criteria March 2021 final with date (chemtrust.org)

CHEM Trust's overarching aim: to prevent man-made chemicals from causing long term damage to wildlife or humans, 
by ensuring that chemicals which cause such harm are substituted with safer alternatives. 
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CHEM Trust is member of the 
NGO-coalition

https://www.edc-free-europe.org/articles/position-papers/eight-demands-edc-strategy
https://www.edc-free-europe.org/articles/position-papers/edc-free-europe-demands-for-a-protective-european-framework-on-endocrine-disrupting-chemicals

• Coalition of more than 70 NGO’s 
in Europe working of phasing out 
the use of EDCs

• 2018: EDC-Free Europe set up 8 
demands for an EU ED strategy

• 2020: EDC-Free Europe position paper
with key recommendations for a 
reformed European regulatory
framework on EDCs
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Essential elements for EDC regulation -
Information, Identification, Consequences

CHEM Trust priorities to minimize exposure to EDCs

 Extended information/data requirements for EDCs (REACH)

 Swift identification of EDCs in two categories (CLP): 
EDCs and Suspected EDCs

 Inclusion of protective rules in all relevant EU legislation with 
focus on phasing out EDCs

https://chemtrust.org/eu-urgent-action-edcs/
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The revised Classification, Labelling and 
Packaging regulation (CLP) Delegated regulation - 2023/707 - EN - EUR-Lex (europa.eu)
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- First time in the world to introduce horizontal criteria for EDCs

- Criteria with 2 categories to reflect the level of evidence

- Global implication as EU will bring the criteria to the UN GHS

Big achievement: in 2023 the EU adopted hazard classes for EDCs as basis for more 
protection

- Comes into force 1 May 2025/1 May 2026 (substances/products) - can be used now
- Ongoing work on EDC Guidance - need for scientific advise to ECHA and stakeholders
- Ongoing REACH revision - update information requirements to include EDC info



ED identification – HH and ENV 
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ED Cat. 1:  Known or presumed endocrine disruptors
(May cause endocrine disruption in humans/the environment)

ED Cat. 2: Suspected endocrine disruptors
(Suspected of causing endocrine disruption in humans/the environment)

Based on WHO- definition. A substance is classified when

• i)   endocrine activity and
• ii)  adverse effect and
• iii) biologically plausible link between adversity and endocrine activity is      

established



Consequences – EDC regulation 
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REACH (industrial chemicals):  EDCs already identified as SVHC under REACH Art. 
57(f): 

HH: Bisphenol A/B/S, DEHP, BBP, DBP, DCHP, DIBP, Butylparaben, 4-MBC,….

ENV: Bisphenol A/B/S, DEHP, 3-BC, Nonylphenoxyethanol, 4- heptylphenol,….

• REACH sets restrictions on the use of certain EDCs for certain uses, e.g. phthalates in consumer
products for indoor use.

• CLP classification as an EDC has downstream consequences for other regulations, e.g. for toys, 
cosmetics, etc.

• EDCs identified under PPPR and BPR = Category 1 EDCs. No approval as pesticide/biocide.

https://edlists.org



How can NGOs push for EDC policies?

 Engage with national scientists working on EDCs

 Demand protective actions towards EDCs from authorities

 Watch out and push for UN GHS inclusion of EDCs

 Use the EU lists on EDCs to push on industry/companies to substitute 
hazardous substances from consumer products

 Run public awareness campaigns

Public pressure can be powerful - and a gamechanger
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Conclusion

Moving towards control of EDCs
Public awareness important
- public action needed
- push for substitution
- push for regulation
to ensure global control of EDCs
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https://chemtrust.org/

Aim is to protect our 
ecosystems and current and 

future generations
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EDC-Free coalition members


