
Playing With Danger: 
How can we better protect children from the 

harmful chemicals hiding in their toys?

1.Align with the 2025 EU toy safety regulation that vastly improves the level of protection for
children from harmful chemicals, including from PFAS, the ‘forever chemicals’.

2.Better protect children from harmful chemicals in other consumer products by aligning with EU
regulatory decisions on chemicals, which are considered the highest global standards for
protection.
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The UK’s Toy Safety Regulation is 15 years old, meaning chemicals can legally be used in
children’s toys that science now indicates can have long-term, irreversible effects on health.
CHEM Trust and the Child Accident and Prevention Trust are urging the UK government to: 

The UK implements the now outdated 2009 EU regulations as the UK Toy Safety Regulations 2011. Measures on
chemicals include: 

Bans on the use of chemicals that cause cancer, damage DNA or harm reproduction. This includes
substances such as lead, asbestos and arsenic.
Stricter limits on some harmful chemicals for toys designed to be put in the mouth e.g. teething rings or
toys designed for children under 36 months.
Bans on some fragrances that might cause allergic reactions 

What chemicals are currently banned in toys in GB? 

An EU Commission evaluation of how well the 2009 Toy Safety Directive was functioning found that the rules
themselves were not addressing the risk posed by harmful chemicals in toys. The evaluation acknowledged that the
science on harmful chemicals and their potential impacts on human health had moved on since the law was first
introduced, leaving gaps in the level of protection for children. The EU revoked and replaced the Directive with a
new regulation in December 2025, addressing some of these loopholes. These include:

Banning known and suspected hormone disrupting chemicals (EDCs)
Our hormone or endocrine system runs most of the processes in our body we need to survive, such as our
metabolism, reproduction and immune system. A large body of peer-reviewed science has shown that some
chemicals widely used in consumer products, including toys, can interfere with the endocrine system. Exposure
has been associated with long term, irreversible effects on health such as breast and prostate cancer, fertility
issues, diabetes and obesity. UK-based clinical and scientific experts wrote to the government last year highlighting 

What has the EU done to protect children from harmful
chemicals in toys? 

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/stronger-toy-safety-rules-enter-force-2025-12-23_en
https://chemtrust.org/pfas/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02009L0048-20191118
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/toys-safety-regulations-2011/toys-safety-regulations-2011-great-britain#:~:text=The%202011%20Regulations%20set%20out,the%20'essential%20safety%20requirements'.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/1852-Evaluation-of-the-Toy-Safety-Directive_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/1852-Evaluation-of-the-Toy-Safety-Directive_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/proposal-regulation-safety-toys_en
https://chemtrust.org/edcs-health/
https://chemtrust.org/uk-toys-health-letter/
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the fact that because children are still developing, they are uniquely vulnerable to the effects of these chemicals.
They called on the government to match the EU ban on the use of known and suspected endocrine disrupting
chemicals in toys. 

Banning PFAS ‘forever chemicals’
PFAS are a group of over 10,000 highly persistent chemicals that barely break down in the human body or the
environment. This is a global pollution issue, but PFAS have been found in the British population, our supermarket
food and drinking water sources. The most studied chemicals in this group, PFOA and PFOS, are classified as
carcinogenic and ‘possibly carcinogenic’ by the World Health Organisation. However, there is clear
epidemiological evidence for a number of worrying effects from exposure to other PFAS including reduced
vaccination efficiency in children and increased cholesterol. The EU is working on a ban on the use of PFAS in a
wide range of sectors, however, due to concern about their effects on children’s health, and the broader ban
not yet being finalised, they have been banned in the new EU toy safety regulation.

Banning a group of bisphenols
You might have heard of bisphenol A or BPA and seen products advertised as ‘BPA free’. This chemical is already
banned in children’s toys and baby bottles due to the effects it has been associated with, including negative
impacts on children’s brain development. Unfortunately, however, other chemicals in the bisphenol group are
suspected of having similarly harmful effects to BPA. Tests on children’s toys conducted across Europe, such as
teething toys, have shown the widespread use of bisphenols. To stop industry replacing one bisphenol with a very
similar alternative, the EU have introduced a ban on 10 bisphenols in children’s toys.

What else has the EU done to improve toy safety? 

Increased protection for children from all backgrounds
The EU’s update to toy safety also includes new obligations on online retailers to sell toys that
meet safety standards and introduces digital product passports to stop unsafe toys at borders.
Tests on toys on the UK market regularly find levels of harmful chemicals many hundreds of
times over safety limits. The UK’s Chartered Trading Standards Institute have also found that the
cost of living crisis is pushing consumers to buy cheaper alternatives, making them more
vulnerable to unsafe products. The government consulted on changes to market surveillance
and our enforcement framework from March to June 2026 and have also previously said they are
considering what the EU is proposing around digital product passports. The UK needs to match
these improvements to online retailer obligations and enforcement controls so that no matter
how much money parents have to spend on toys, all toys sold online or in stores are safe.

Increased protection for a wider range of children
Under the UK’s current rules, there is a more protective limit for some harmful chemicals that
only apply to toys for children under 36 months or for toys designed to be placed in the mouth.
But as any parent knows, children of different ages share toys. This safety standard also uses
typical developmental milestones, assuming that children stop mouthing objects at 36 months
which may not be the case for neurodivergent children. The EU has extended the more
protective limits on chemicals that used to apply only to toys for the under 3’s to all toys on the
market.

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6571162/
https://www.pan-uk.org/pfas-forever-chemicals/
https://www.pan-uk.org/pfas-forever-chemicals/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/jan/16/the-forever-chemical-hotspots-polluting-england-drinking-water-sources
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/1104903
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/1104903
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0300483X21001682?via%3Dihub
https://chemtrust.org/bisphenol-a-bpa/
https://taenk.dk/kemi/visit-our-english-version/bisphenols-should-be-banned
https://capt.org.uk/dangerous-levels-of-chemicals-found-in-cheap-toys/
https://capt.org.uk/dangerous-levels-of-chemicals-found-in-cheap-toys/
https://www.tradingstandards.uk/news-policy-campaigns/news-room/2023/hormone-disrupting-toys-found-on-uk-high-street/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/product-regulation-market-surveillance-and-enforcement-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/smarter-regulation-uk-product-safety-review/outcome/government-response-to-the-product-safety-review-and-next-steps
https://www.toyscope.org/mouthing-beyond-three


What are the risks of not matching the EU’s update?

Risk to children’s health in the UK and around the world. 
The UK is one of the largest toy manufacturers in Europe, being one of 4 countries where almost half of EU toy
manufacturers are based. We shouldn’t be selling toys to children in the UK, or to children in non-EU countries,
that would be considered unsafe for children in the EU. And the British public are likely to agree. OPSS data shows
concern about product safety is highest for consumers buying toys and other products for children and babies.
Polls consistently show British citizens across the political spectrum support high standards and protective
regulation.

Unsafe toys dumped on our market. 
An estimated 1 in 10 toys were predicted to be impacted by the new rules in the EU’s initial impact assessment.
Although toy manufacturers in the EU have until 2030 to ensure their toys are compliant, there is a risk that toys
which no longer meet higher EU standards will be dumped on our market if we do not commit to matching this
update. The Chartered Standards Trading Institute has already described the UK as a ‘dumping ground for unsafe
products’. 

Risk to the integrity of the internal market.
Northern Ireland follows EU product safety rules under the Windsor Framework, including on toy regulation. The
European Scrutiny Committee has already raised concern over UK-EU divergence on toy safety regulation and what
this would mean for UK businesses. To avoid internal trade friction, the UK should align with the highest standard of
toy safety within its borders. 
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1. Sign the letter to Minister Dearden calling for the UK to match the EU’s update
to toy safety. 
On 6  July 2026, the government launched a call for evidence on the benefits and impacts of the UK
‘updating rules in a similar way’ to the EU’s revised Toy Safety Regulation. This is the perfect opportunity
to call for the UK’s update to be as protective as the EU standard. This will provide the best level of
protection for children and simplify rules for businesses.  

th

2. Work with CHEM Trust on the European Partnership Bill to ensure catching up
and matching EU regulatory protections on chemicals is on the agenda. 
Population level human biomonitoring tests from across Europe show children are constantly exposed to
a cocktail of harmful chemicals from a variety of sources, not just toys. Post-Brexit, the UK has only been
acting on a fraction of EU chemical protections at a much slower pace. For example, in the period it took
the EU to restrict 14 substances posing an uncontrolled risk to people and the environment, the UK acted
on just one. Whilst we have positive signs that the UK is trying to catch up and align our protections more
closely with the EU’s, the Bill provides a perfect opportunity to enshrine this commitment to match and
keep pace with EU chemical protections.

3. Submit parliamentary questions on the impacts of harmful chemicals on
children’s health.
Contact CHEM Trust or CAPT for suggestions. 

What can you do?

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020SC0287
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67289622541e1dfbf71e8ad9/opss-product-safety-and-consumers-wave-6-main-report.pdf
https://unchecked.uk/our-research/public-attitudes/
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/9c49eb1c-34b1-465c-ba9d-5db505bcb3e1_en?filename=SWD_2023_269_1_EN_impact_assessment_part1_v5.pdf
https://www.tradingstandards.uk/news-policy-campaigns/news-room/2023/government-testing-confirms-concerns-that-uk-has-become-a-dumping-ground-for-unsafe-products/
https://www.tradingstandards.uk/news-policy-campaigns/news-room/2023/government-testing-confirms-concerns-that-uk-has-become-a-dumping-ground-for-unsafe-products/
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/toys-safety-regulations-call-for-evidence/toys-safety-regulations-call-for-evidence
https://chemtrust.org/hbm4eu_conference/
https://chemtrust.org/divergence-table/
https://chemtrust.org/divergence-table/
https://chemtrust.org/divergence-table/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-plan-2025/environmental-improvement-plan-eip-2025
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Follow CHEM Trust on:

@CHEM Trust

@chem_trust

@chemtrust.bsky.social
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CHEM Trust aims to better protect
people and the environment from
the long-term effects of exposure
to harmful chemicals. 

We are experts in the regulation of
chemicals, sitting on the science-
policy interface and working in the
UK, EU and at international levels.

The Child Accident Prevention
Trust are the UK’s leading
experts in child accident
prevention, offering safety
alerts, safety advice, training
and free resources to help
secure a safer world for all our
children.

Follow CAPT on:

@Child Accident Prevention
Trust (CAPT)

@capt_charity

@CAPTcharity

capt.org.uk
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