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Focus on identification of, and

action on, endocrine disrupting PEAS ~ the ‘Forever Chemicals’
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PFAS (Per- and polyfluorinated alkyl substances), also known as the Forever Chemicals, are a large .
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chemical family of over 10,000 highly persistent chemicals that don't occur in nature.
PFAS are the most persistent synthetic chemicals to date, they hardly degrade in the natural environment Get an email when this blog is updated.
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United Kingdom: Widespread Contamination of Water Sources Raises Alarms

Emerging per- and polyfluoroalkyl Oclcuﬂrrencel;im(ltl SOI;II‘CES of l?er-hal‘l_d
substances (PFASs) in surface water and POy uoroalkyl substances in the ice-

sediment of the North and Baltic Seas melting lakes of Larsemann Hills, East
Antarctica

High-level European politicians polluted by PFAS

Outside the Safe Operating Space of a New Planetary Boundary for Per- and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS)

Deposition of PFAS ‘forever chemicals’ on  per and polyfluoroalkyl substances in

Mt. Everest blood plasma - Results of the German

The B s' EU [ T DG Environmental Survey for children and
e Brussels quarter is drinking -
contaminated water adolescents 2014-2017 (GerES V)
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‘Dark Waters’ and PFOA — FAQ
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“It’s not just PFOA, it’s not just this location in West Virginia” — Rob Bilott

The Hollywood film ‘Dark Waters’tells the real- ‘ P—
/I'festo/‘yofRob Bi/ott, the /awyer Who tookon RUFFALO HATHAWAY ROBBINS CA‘MP (-AR‘BER PULLMAN
chemical giant DuPont after discovering that D A R A K s W ; A » T 8 E R S
the company was polluting drinking water with et 3 o nureaios E-Mail Address
the harmful chemical PFOA (also referred to as " ST “
C8 in the film). :
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Starring actor Mark Ruffalo and directed by CHERE Trust Bvacy: Bl
rust Frivacy Policy

Todd Haynes, the film depicts Bilott's discovery

Read our latest newsletter
and his more than 15 year-long fight to secure

compensation for the thousands of people
affected.
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https://www.lemonde.fr/en/les-decodeurs/article/2023/02/23/forever-pollution-explore-the-map-of-europe-s-pfas-contamination_6016905_8.html
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Exposing how a rural town became

the most PFAS polluted place in the UK

- and why the regulator let 1t happen




Banned in the UK and
EU under the
Stockholm Convention
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UK is lagging behind the EU
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* No new PFAS regulation since Brexit (other than & K &4
adopting international bans) * *
* Plans- Narrow definition of PFAS * * S
* * /

EU is outpacing the UK
* New regulations including: C9-14 PFCAs; PFHxA
‘ * Plans - uPFAS restriction




EU

Juk

International bans,
under the Stockholm
Convention

PFOA and related substances = 25 ppb and 1000 ppb respectively
PFOS = 1 ug/m2 for treated articles and 0.1% by weight as total content.
PEHXS = 25 ppb for the sum of PEHxS and their salts or 1,000 ppb for the sum of PEHxS -related substances

Sub-groups of PFAS
banned pre-EU exit

Restriction on TDFAs, adopted 2019

Sub-groups of PFAS
banned since Jan 2021

PFCA = 25 ppb for the sum of C9-C14
PFCAs and their salts or 260 ppb for
the sum of C9-C14 PFCA-related
substances

PFHXA = 25 ppb for the sum of PEHxA
and its salts, and 1000 ppb for the
sum of PFHxA-related substances.

None

Proposals for
regulating PFAS as a
group

Universal PFAS restriction initiated -
on all uses and manufacture of PFAS
as a group of 10,000 substances.

UK REACH PFAS RMOA uses a narrower definition of PFAS and has
proposed restrictions on “a wide range of industrial and consumer
uses”

National bans in EU
countries on PFAS in
consumer products

DENMARK

Denmark became the first country to
bring in legislation banning PFAS from
their food packaging in 2020
NORWAY

Norway banned the use of PFOA in
consumer products, including all solid
and liquid consumer products as well
as in textiles and carpets in 2014,
However, the restriction does not
apply to food packaging, food contact
materials or medical devices. The
limits related to the ban are as
follows:

PFOA in a liquid mixture —0.001% (10
mg/kg)

PFOA in a solid product — 0.1% (1,000
mg/kg)

PFOA in textiles — 1 yg/m2

FRANCE (ongoing)

Starting from 2026, the production,
importation, exportation and market
release of any cosmetics, clothing
textiles and ski wax containing PFAS
are forbidden derogations for clothing
textiles used for people occupying
missions of the civil security and
national defence (firefighters
especially). Every textile will be
affected by 2030

None]

PFAS levels in food

Statutory standards for the sum of 4
PFAS (tolerable weekly intake of 4.4
ng/kg body weight)

No threshalds.

CHEM Trust wrote to the FSA to revise its standards but never heard
back from them.

PFAS levels in water

In the UK, there is only guidance values from the Drinking Water

Inspectorate for individual PFAS (100ng/1).



3M pays $10.3bn to settle water
pollution suit over ‘forever chemicals’

Settlement will provide funds to US municipalities over 13 years to
test for and treat PFAS contamination in public water systems
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Some of the companies that support a ban on PFAS
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ChemSec’s ‘No PFAS’ corporate movement. See https://chemsec.org/pfas/



Thanks for listening!
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