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partnership with other NGOs

Focus on identification of, and

action on, endocrine disrupting PEAS ~ the ‘Forever Chemicals’
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PFAS (Per- and polyfluorinated alkyl substances), also known as the Forever Chemicals, are a large .
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chemical family of over 10,000 highly persistent chemicals that don't occur in nature.
PFAS are the most persistent synthetic chemicals to date, they hardly degrade in the natural environment Get an email when this blog is updated.

= “!and and hreastmilk nf nennle and wildlife all arniind the warld | |

Sign up to our free newsletters:
https://chemtrust.org/newsletter/

L — 4


https://chemtrust.org/
https://chemtrust.org/policy
https://chemtrust.org/newsletter/

United Kingdom: Widespread Contamination of Water Sources Raises Alarms

Emerging per- and polyfluoroalkyl Oclcuﬂrrencel;im(ltl SOI;II‘CES of l?er-hal‘l_d
substances (PFASs) in surface water and POy uoroalkyl substances in the ice-

sediment of the North and Baltic Seas melting lakes of Larsemann Hills, East
Antarctica

High-level European politicians polluted by PFAS

Outside the Safe Operating Space of a New Planetary Boundary for Per- and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS)

Deposition of PFAS ‘forever chemicals’ on  per and polyfluoroalkyl substances in

Mt. Everest blood plasma - Results of the German

The B s' EU [ T DG Environmental Survey for children and
e Brussels quarter is drinking -
contaminated water adolescents 2014-2017 (GerES V)



Exposing how a rural town became

the most PFAS polluted place in the UK . PFAS found in more than half of
- and why the regulator let it happen . Scottish drinking water
"% ¢ samples, according to reports
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All England’s rivers fail to meet legal water
quality standards

Removing PFAS from
wastewater ‘would cost £21bn’



(Banned in the UK and (Banned in the UK and
EU under the EU pre-Brexit via

Stockholm Convention) REACH)



EU

UK

Food and food packaging (EU)

Food and food packaging (national
regulations in EU countries)

Food

Tolerable Weekly Intake (TWI) of 4.4 ng/kg body
weight for the following PFAS

PFOA
PFOS
PFNA

PEEXS.

Food packaging

Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive
(94/62/EC)

EU has adopted a ban the use of PFAS in food
packaging in March 2024.

DENMARK

Denmark became the first country to bring in
legislation banning PFAS from their food packaging
in 2020

No thresholds?®.




Unnecessary uses, double standards,
and safer alternatives

Where regulation has been put in place, it has effectively incentivized
companies to move away from using PFAS compounds. In Denmark, the
use of forever chemicals in paper and board food packaging has been
banned since July 2020. The study found that none of the sampled
McDonald’s french fries bags bought in Denmark exhibited PFAS
treatment. However, intentional PFAS treatment was found for the same
items bought in the Czech Republic and the United Kingdom. This shows
that legislation can and does protect people from exposure to harmful
chemicals. It also highlights that the lack of EU-wide harmonized
regulations for food contact materials results in different levels of

protection across countries.



Thanks for listening!
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