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About CHEM Trust
• A charity working mainly at EU level to 

protect humans & wildlife from harmful 
chemicals

• Working with scientists, technical processes 
and decision makers, in partnership with 
other civil society group

• Focus on identification of, and action on, 
endocrine disrupting chemicals
https://chemtrust.org 
https://chemtrust.org/policy/ 

https://chemtrust.org/
https://chemtrust.org/policy/
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REACH - A delivery gap (1)
What was REACH supposed 
to do

"(…) ensure a high level of 
protection of human health and 
the environment…" (Article 1)

Does it achieve this?
No
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REACH - A delivery gap (2)  

Levels of sum of PFOS, PFHxS, PFOA and PFNA in blood (µg/L) of 2000 
teenagers in Europe – P 95 (2014-2021) – HBM4EU

https://www.hbm4eu.eu/result/hbm4eu-final-conference/presentations/
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Science has moved on in 20 years
• Mixtures

- we thought they had an impact, now 
we know

• Endocrine disruptors 
- we’ve worked out how to identify and 
label them – now we need to get them 
out of our lives

• Understanding of groups
- such as bisphenols; ECHA’s work on 
Assessment of Regulatory Needs
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Protection & competitiveness 
•REACH helped EU’s competitiveness
•No competition without healthy people
•Need good regulation to drive innovation

Source

https://www.euractiv.com/news/reach-chemical-law-worth-the-money-in-the-end-says-basf/
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REACH revision: CHEM Trust’s asks

Mixture assessment Factor (MAF): include a MAF at the 
registration phase

Toxic-free products through an improved Generic Risk 
Management Approach (GRA)

Digitalisation: fully digitalise the information sharing system 
(Chemical Safety Reports & Safety Data Sheets)
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Zoom in - GRA improvement (1)
• Problem: 

- slow restrictions
- underperformance
- concerns for the protection 

• Simplest way forward: 
improving the GRA to achieve 
toxic-free products  
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Zoom in - GRA improvement (2)

1. Fixing the level of protection
•  Cover all the most harmful 

chemicals: EDCs and persistent 
chemicals (PBT / vPvB, PMT / 
vPvM)
• Grouping approach
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Zoom in - GRA improvement (3)

2. Systematic use of GRA
• Clear timelines – proposal for 

2033 toxic-free products target
• Allow Member States to 

initiate GRA restrictions
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Zoom in - GRA improvement (4)

3. A new implementation 
guideline
• No de-prioritisation of 

articles
•Minimisation of 

information burden
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Conclusion
There is a gap: protection & science

No competition without healthy people

Toxic-free products through an improved GRA


