bbo'o, CHEMTrvst
BA . .
Protecting humans and wildlife
from harmful chemicals

FCM policy in the EU
Time to close the safety gap

Stefan Scheuer
Chief EU Policy Advocate, CHEM Trust

10 November 2021

‘Consumers Come First’ Conference 2021
By Safe Food Advocacy Europe

@chemtrust www.chemtrust.org



CHEMTrvst

Protecting humans and wildlife
from harmful chemicals

About CHEM Trust

UK and EU registered charity to
protect humans and wildlife from
harmful chemicals

Working with scientists, technical
processes and decision makers, in
partnership with other civil society
groups

Focus on identification of, and
action on, hormone disrupting
chemicals

See our blog & Twitter for more:
chemtrust.org & @CHEMTrust

@chemtrust
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We are facing a chemical pollution crisis: a cocktail of synthetic chemicals in hundreds of everyday
products is putting human health and wildlife at risk.

While the EU's chemical ledislation REACH is world-leadina. it has been too slow in identifvina and

www.chemtrust.org

Sign Up To The CH

First Name

Last Name

E-Mail Address

Sul

[ox}

Q
T
il
<
=l
o

<2
)

a | I
=
G
2
H
3
3

Read our latest ne

Subscribe To The Blog

Get an email when this b

Email Address

SUBSCRIBE




@ Protecting humans and wildlife
from harmful chemicals

The widening gap

 EU FCM policy has fallen behind other
chemicals safety rules
— Public health not properly protected

— In the absence of EU action, Member States try to

ban the most hazardous chemicals (phthalates,
bisphenols, PFAS)

 While the policy agenda is moving on
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Green Deal for a toxic-
free environment

 adeal between the EU and its
citizens to tackle climate and
pollution crises requiring a deep
economic transformation.

« Chemicals Strategy for
Sustainability (Oct. 2020): Ban the
most hazardous chemicals from
consumer products, including FCM,;
accelerate regulation based on a
generic exposure assessment and
grouping of substances.
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HARMFUL CHEMICALS IN

Circular econo my FOOD PACKAGING HAMPER
THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

We need safe food contact materials to use, reuse and

° R e Cy CI e d F C M a r. e oft e n I e S S S afe recycle, in order to achieve a toxic-free circular economy.
th a n VI rg I n m ate rl a I S ] e S pe CI a I I y I n Food comes into contact with many differept materials dt_lring its prpduction,
largely unregulated areas like paper v
and cardboard or if the most

disorders and hormone disruption.
These chemicals are not removed from packaging in the recycling process
h d h ical till
azZardaous cnemicais are st )
= o o not adequately prevent toxic
gl Lnll, iyl e ot ey
dyerry halt the recycling of hazardous
re S e n t ORI LI chemicals or contaminated waste
- To ensure food packaging is safe into new packaging or foodware.
to use, reuse and recycle,

— quite the opposite. Higher levels of chemicals and non intentionally added
substances (NIAS) can still be found in recycled food packaging.
= Due to a lack of transparency
hazardous chemicals should be £
SR and traceability, waste managers
banned from even entering this 'l‘ e e o
-

information about what they
recycle.

material and product cycle.

4 Chemical recycling is claimed to
‘ remove all contaminants from waste
Several health-harming chemicals Edake hewplastics peadyfon

can be found in contact with food. But there is not
enough transparent information
ool i near el o about the toxicity of the solvents and

foodpackaive: ‘ chemicals used in the process or the
Higher levels of phthalates are fate of the waste and by-products.
commonly found in recycled =

plastic, and brominated flame The technologies require large

retardants in black plastic. amounts of energy to process and
purify the materials, thus
contributing to climate change.
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Our demands

By 2030: ban the most hazardous
chemicals from consumer products
including from FCM

— Start immediately with group restrictions,
including PFAS and bisphenols

— More to be done under REACH 2.0, with a
generic approach for persistent,
bioaccumulative or mobile substances or
substance which interfere with human
hormone systems.

 Deliver root and branch reform
— Ensure harmonisation for all FCM categories

— Apply the no data, no market principle

— Establish positive list of substances, like
DWD
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Key resources

« CHEM Trust webpage on Food Contact Materials -
chemtrust.org/food-contact-materials/

* Where you can sign up to receive the monthly Food
for Thought newsletter, produced by CHEM Trust, the
Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) and Zero

Waste Europe.
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HARMFUL CHEMICALS IN
FOOD PACKAGING HAMPER
THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

We need safe food contact materials to use, reuse and
recycle, in order to achieve a toxic-free circular economy.

HARMFUL CHEMICALS IN g -
FOOD PACKAGING ARE PUTTING g
OUR HEALTH AT RISK B

We need safe food contact materials in a toxic-free circular economy.

- The chemicals used in the production, processing,
preparation and packaging of food may contribute to cancer,
harm reproduction and cause hormone disruption.

MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS:

MYTH

EU regulations guarantee that materials and articles coming Single-use cardhoard or paper packaging are always
in contact with our food are free of harmful chemicals. good alternatives to hattle plastic pollution.

+ TRUTH + TRUTH

Not all materials used for food contact are regulated at Food packaging mae of paper or cardboard are not
EU level and many harmful substances can be used. regulated at the EU level. They can still cause concern for
i " " " health and the environment, because of their single-use
S o e T, vt Tatarls it - fos
This includes so-called non-intentionally added substances alternatives, such d"’ h:’"h;“' h:";"'" ne_v:;ss:rlly been
(NIAS), that are present as impurities or by-products of approverorfuer contact iso.oer,
manufacturing processes.

#TOXICFREEPACKAGING

Food comes into contact with many different materials during its production,
processing, storage, preparation and serving. The chemicals used in the
processing and packaging of our food may contribute to cancer, reproductive

disorders and hormone disruption.

These chemicals are not removed from packaging in the recycling process
— quite the opposite. Higher levels of chemicals and non intentionally added
substances (NIAS) can still be found in recycled food packaging.

Recycling is part of achieving a
circular economy, but t cannot be
at the expense of public health.

To ensure food packaging is safe
touse, reuse and recycle,
hazardous chemicals should be
banned from even entering this
material and product cycle.

Several health-harming chemicals
can be foundin

recycled paperhoard used for
food packaging.

Higher levels of phthalates are
commonly found in recycled
plastic, and brominated flame
retardants in black plastic.

Current EU legislation does
ot adequately prevent toxic
recycling, as it does not properly
halt the recycling of hazardous
chemicals or contaminated waste
into new packaging or foodware.

Due toa lack of transparency
and traceability, waste managers
themselves have limited
information about what they
recycle.

Chemical recycling is claimed to
remove all contaminants from waste
and make new plastics ready for
contact with food. But there is not
enough transparent information
ahout the toxicity of the solvents and
chemicals used in the process or the
fate of the waste and by-products.
The technologies require large
amounts of energy to process and
purify the materials, thus
contributing to climate change.

https://www.env-health.org/issues/toxicchemicals/#infographics
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