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About CHEM Trust
• UK and EU registered charity to 

protect humans and wildlife from 
harmful chemicals

• Working with scientists, technical 
processes and decision makers, in 
partnership with other civil society 
groups

• Focus on identification of, and 
action on, hormone disrupting 
chemicals

• See our blog & Twitter for more: 
chemtrust.org & @CHEMTrust



The widening gap

• EU FCM policy has fallen behind other 
chemicals safety rules
– Public health not properly protected
– In the absence of EU action, Member States try to 

ban the most hazardous chemicals (phthalates, 
bisphenols, PFAS)

• While the policy agenda is moving on



Green Deal for a toxic-
free environment
• a deal between the EU and its 

citizens to tackle climate and 
pollution crises requiring a deep 
economic transformation.

• Chemicals Strategy for 
Sustainability (Oct. 2020): Ban the 
most hazardous chemicals from 
consumer products, including FCM; 
accelerate regulation based on a 
generic exposure assessment and 
grouping of substances.



Circular economy
• Recycled FCM are often less safe 

than virgin materials, especially in 
largely unregulated areas like paper 
and cardboard or if the most 
hazardous chemicals are still 
present. 



Our demands
• By 2030: ban the most hazardous 

chemicals from consumer products 
including from FCM

– Start immediately with group restrictions, 
including PFAS and bisphenols

– More to be done under REACH 2.0, with a 
generic approach for persistent, 
bioaccumulative or mobile substances or 
substance which interfere with human 
hormone systems. 

• Deliver root and branch reform
– Ensure harmonisation for all FCM categories 
– Apply the no data, no market principle
– Establish positive list of substances, like 

DWD 



Key resources

• CHEM Trust webpage on Food Contact Materials -
chemtrust.org/food-contact-materials/

• Where you can sign up to receive the monthly  Food 
for Thought newsletter, produced by CHEM Trust, the 
Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) and Zero 
Waste Europe. 

https://chemtrust.org/food-contact-materials/
https://chemtrust.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=427121cff9f1b71a8caa3e46c&id=e6c5cd6a67


Infographics

https://www.env-health.org/issues/toxicchemicals/#infographics


