
Children are particularly vulnerable to harmful chemicals,
as they are still developing. There are developmental
periods when the endocrine, reproductive, immune, visual,
and nervous systems are sensitive to certain chemicals. 

The Toy Safety Directive’s effectiveness is deficient
in several points, in particular on chemicals. 

European Commission (2020)

The current EU Toy safety law does not adequately protect
children against the most harmful chemicals such as:

A ban of bisphenol chemicals

A ban of ‘forever chemicals’, PFAS

An extension of the existing mechanism for restricting
chemicals 

Limited derogations to this restriction mechanism

Hormone disrupting bisphenols, which have been found in
teething toys.

‘Forever chemicals’, PFAS, found in toys made from
polyurethane foam.

The European Parliament and Council adopted their positions
on the law revision and trilogue negotiations should start soon. 

You can ensure that Parliament maintains a strong position
during these negotiations.

The Toy Safety law ensures that the toys European children play
with are safe, including from harmful chemicals, and applies to
both EU and non-EU toys manufacturers. 

Children’s vulnerability stems from lower body weight,
larger skin surface in proportion to their weight, increased
metabolic rate, and longer lifespans, allowing harmful
effects to manifest over time.


