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UKJ/EU differences in environmental/health protections from harmful

substances since 1/1/2021

UK HEALTH & SAFETY
EXECUTIVE (HSE)

EUROPEAN CHEMICALS
AGENCY (ECHA)

Restrictions:
Those adopted since the UK exited the
EU.

(Those initiated since the UK exited, i.e.
those on the EU’s registry of intention
(Rol), which are subject to clear
timeframes by which the regulator must
submit its risk assessments and proposals
for risk management).

@)
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Restrictions: substances that pose risks to
health and/or the environment can be
“restricted”, including through a total ban
on a substance, bans on certain uses or
concentrations, or requirements for
technical measures or specific labelling.

In July 2025, the government
announced the first restriction
in UK REACH - on lead
ammunition, that it aims to
enact in legislation by summer
2026. This was initiated in
2021, alongside one on harmful
substances in tattoo ink. In
January 2026, the Minister took
a decision on this restriction
and strengthened it, bringing it
closer to the EU’s level of
protection. This now needs to
be enacted via legislation.

In March 2024, a restriction on
PFEAS in fire-fighting foams
(FFF) was initiated, and a
restriction proposal published
in August that is broadly similar
to the EU’s.

In its new criteria for prioritising
substances, published in
summer 2025, no UK REACH
restriction workstreams are
planned for the financial year
2025-2026 other than PFAS in
FFF. The strategic approach
set out in this document is to
‘draw more from regulatory
decision-making in other
jurisdictions'.

13 restrictions on the use of
hazardous chemicals have been
adopted by the EU since the UK
exited EU REACH, including on
intentionally-added microplastics
and formaldehyde. Another 11
more have been initiated.

In addition, the EU Restrictions
Roadmap (RR) which targets
groups of widely used chemicals
of key concern such as PFAS,
bisphenols and certain
brominated flame retardants,
would, if fully implemented, lead
to an estimated 5-7,000
chemicals being banned by
2030. The UK/EU gap is on
course to become a chasm with
the implementation of the
Roadmap, without intervention.
The RR is separate from the
proposed revision of the EU
REACH regulation, which has
been delayed. Some of these
restrictions are now in the
pipeline and under investigation
by ECHA —e.g. carcinogenic,
mutagenic and reprotoxic (CMR)
substances in childcare articles.

Substances added to SVHC Candidate
List
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44



https://echa.europa.eu/registry-of-restriction-intentions
https://echa.europa.eu/registry-of-restriction-intentions
https://echa.europa.eu/registry-of-restriction-intentions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-restriction-for-lead-in-ammunition-27-june-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-restriction-for-lead-in-ammunition-27-june-2025
https://www.endsreport.com/article/1813545/hse-proposes-looser-ban-hazardous-inks-eu-first-uk-reach-restriction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-restriction-for-tattoo-inks-and-permanent-make-up-30-december-2025
https://consultations.hse.gov.uk/crd-reach/pfas-fire-fighting-foams/
https://consultations.hse.gov.uk/crd-reach/pfas-in-firefighting-foam-fff-restriction-proposal/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-rationale-for-priorities-2025-to-2026/rationale-for-prioritising-substances-in-the-uk-reach-work-programme-2025-to-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-rationale-for-priorities-2025-to-2026/rationale-for-prioritising-substances-in-the-uk-reach-work-programme-2025-to-2026
https://echa.europa.eu/hot-topics/microplastics
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/chemicals-eu-restricts-exposure-carcinogenic-substance-formaldehyde-consumer-products-2023-07-14_en#msdynttrid=IloSeBzR0rtVXjRWXU6wlMsSn5PixxoR_0MDKH1FOcQ
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/registry-of-restriction-intentions
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/sustainable-chemicals-commission-advances-work-restrictions-harmful-chemical-substances-2022-04-25_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/sustainable-chemicals-commission-advances-work-restrictions-harmful-chemical-substances-2022-04-25_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/sustainable-chemicals-commission-advances-work-restrictions-harmful-chemical-substances-2022-04-25_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/sustainable-chemicals-commission-advances-work-restrictions-harmful-chemical-substances-2022-04-25_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/news/sustainable-chemicals-commission-advances-work-restrictions-harmful-chemical-substances-2022-04-25_en
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-identifies-certain-brominated-flame-retardants-as-candidates-for-restriction
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-identifies-certain-brominated-flame-retardants-as-candidates-for-restriction
https://eeb.org/the-great-detox-largest-ever-ban-of-toxic-chemicals-announced-by-eu/

Substances that may have very serious
effects on human health and the
environment can be identified as
Substances of Very High Concern
(SVHCs). These are primarily substances
which are carcinogenic, mutagenic,
reprotoxic, as well as persistent and
bioaccumulative. Entry on the SVHC
Candidate List carries immediate
obligations on companies to provide
sufficient information to their customers
and consumers to allow safe use and
puts substances in line for further
regulatory attention.

In 2021, HSE said it was
considering just 4 out of the 10
substances that were added to
the EU list that year for the
UK’s SVHC List.

In July 2025, the government
said it would review ‘interim
principles’ introduced in 2021
for adding new substances to
the SVHC list. Depending on
the outcome of that review, it
will “consider our approach to
additions made to the EU
REACH candidate list since 1
January 2021”.

In March 2026, the government
consulted on adding 15
substances to the list. These
were added in June 2026.

Ten substances were added to
the EU Candidate List in 2021 (in
January and July).

Another 5 substances were
added in 2022 (four in January
and one in June).

Another 11 substances were
added in 2023 (9 in January,
including the high-volume flame
retardant, TBBPA, and 2 in
June).

Another 7 were added in 2024 (in
January, June and November).
Another 5 were added in Jan
2025

Another 3 were added in June
2025

Another 1 was added in October
2025

Another 2 were added in Feb
2026

Substances added to Authorisation
List

SVHCs that are added to the
‘authorisation list' (Annex 14) cannot be
placed on the market unless a company
has been given “authorisation” for a
specific use; to get this, a company must
demonstrate that either the risks arising
from the use(s) applied for are
adequately controlled or that there are no
alternatives available and the socio-
economic benefits outweigh the risks
arising from the uses.

In 2021, HSE recommended 2
substances for the UK
authorisation list, dicyclohexyl
phthalate and disodium
octaborate.

In January 2024, HSE
recommended adding
Diisohexyl phthalate (DIHxP) to
Annex 14.

In November 2025, HSE put
forwards a draft
recommendation for 3
substances to be included in
the authorisation list.

The full list of recommended
substances are here. The
addition of these three
substances were consulted on
November 2025-February
2026.

ECHA recommended 25
substances for the authorisation
list (in 2019 in

its 91" recommendation and in
April 2021 in

its 10" recommendation), of
which five were added to the EU
authorisation list in April 2022,
including Tetraethyllead in
aviation fuel.

In April 2023, ECHA
recommended 8 substances for
the authorisation list. In February
2024, it invited comments on a
further 5 substances it is
considering recommending for
the list.

In November 2025, ECHA
recommended four substances
for the Authorisation List,
including melamine.

In May 2026, ECHA issued its
13t recommendation,
recommending a further 4
substances to be added.

EU restrictions adopted since 1/4/21

Tattoo ink (adopted 14/12/20)
Lead gunshot in wetland (adopted 25/01/21)
N- N-dimethylformamide (adopted 19/11/2021)

Lead in PVC (adopted 3/523)

Formaldehyde (adopted 14/07/23)
PEHXA restriction (adopted 19/9/24)

CONOOA~WN =

C9-C14 PECAs, long-chain PFAS (adopted 14/08/21)

Intentionally added microplastics (adopted 25/09/23)

10. Siloxanes D4, D5 and D6 (adopted 16/05/24, started applying 6/06/24)
11.  PAHs in clay targets (adopted 1/4/25, will start applying 22/4/26)

12.  PFEAS used in firefighting foams (adopted by the Commission 29/4/25)
13.  N.N-dimethylacetamide (DMAC) and 1-ethylpyrrolidin-2-one (NEP) (adopted 2/06/25, will start applying 22/6/25

Concentration limit for 8 PAHs (polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons) used on artificial football pitches and playgrounds (adopted 20/07/21)



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-approach-to-including-substances-of-very-high-concern-on-the-candidate-list/approach-to-including-substances-of-very-high-concern-on-the-uk-reach-candidate-list
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-approach-to-including-substances-of-very-high-concern-on-the-candidate-list/approach-to-including-substances-of-very-high-concern-on-the-uk-reach-candidate-list
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-approach-to-including-substances-of-very-high-concern-on-the-candidate-list/approach-to-including-substances-of-very-high-concern-on-the-uk-reach-candidate-list
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-approach-to-including-substances-of-very-high-concern-on-the-candidate-list/approach-to-including-substances-of-very-high-concern-on-the-uk-reach-candidate-list
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-reach-rationale-for-priorities-2025-to-2026/rationale-for-prioritising-substances-in-the-uk-reach-work-programme-2025-to-2026
https://www.hse.gov.uk/reach/svhc-intentions-until-outcome.htm
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/candidate-list-updated-with-two-chemicals-that-are-toxic-for-reproduction
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/candidate-list-updated-with-two-chemicals-that-are-toxic-for-reproduction
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/candidate-list-updated-with-two-chemicals-that-are-toxic-for-reproduction
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/candidate-list-updated-with-two-chemicals-that-are-toxic-for-reproduction
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/candidate-list-updated-with-eight-hazardous-chemicals
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/candidate-list-updated-with-eight-hazardous-chemicals
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/candidate-list-updated-with-eight-hazardous-chemicals
https://echa.europa.eu/ro/-/four-hazardous-chemicals-added-to-the-candidate-list
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/one-hazardous-chemical-added-to-the-candidate-list?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20220615&_cldee=qqoGYmvFH9zqlmkOAaDXt9QXLIc3AIOMemTdnGyhoAVtjUM74VRdts2uO9P4AVA7lRzw57EAlEF9G3vELT4Sxg&recipientid=lead-946b9cc52f91eb11812a005056b9310e-ea7b4eea8b6e4beb914db39d45f06cf8&esid=633c18cd-7cec-ec11-813c-005056b9310e
https://www.echa.europa.eu/-/echa-adds-nine-hazardous-chemicals-to-candidate-list?utm_campaign=Candidate+List&utm_source=Twitter.com&utm_medium=FaceLift.com
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/echa-adds-two-hazardous-chemicals-to-candidate-list#msdynttrid=YeM1bK9nUcTBIEutSGq4b5m80gi58dJDmavGGnRnHck
https://echa.europa.eu/ro/-/echa-adds-five-hazardous-chemicals-to-the-candidate-list
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-adds-one-hazardous-chemical-to-the-candidate-list#msdynttrid=vuMLiXFtp-pbAZtuOiij7P17DXAgeH5rTjgsD5Nhi40
https://echa.europa.eu/-/highlights-from-october-msc-meeting#msdynttrid=Nh-JsLoAzE_ST8AJcxpEsdnW-375-r7eTC6IOFGxJ8Q
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-adds-five-hazardous-chemicals-to-the-candidate-list-and-updates-one-entry#msdynttrid=4sKVyExoGB77dqAQiuSNeBrLLvhFpIys0UjiWI080ZQ
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-adds-five-hazardous-chemicals-to-the-candidate-list-and-updates-one-entry#msdynttrid=4sKVyExoGB77dqAQiuSNeBrLLvhFpIys0UjiWI080ZQ
https://echa.europa.eu/ro/-/echa-adds-three-hazardous-chemicals-to-the-candidate-list#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=6b5d73b1-2835-4225-b829-436548ed0100
https://echa.europa.eu/ro/-/echa-adds-three-hazardous-chemicals-to-the-candidate-list#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=6b5d73b1-2835-4225-b829-436548ed0100
https://echa.europa.eu/ro/-/echa-adds-one-hazardous-chemical-to-the-candidate-list-2#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=86e807a8-e1cb-4cdb-966d-5a01d8e20200
https://echa.europa.eu/ro/-/echa-adds-one-hazardous-chemical-to-the-candidate-list-2#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=86e807a8-e1cb-4cdb-966d-5a01d8e20200
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-adds-two-hazardous-chemicals-to-the-candidate-list-1#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=2ad60be9-23ec-4f1e-a083-e92f0ea00100
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-adds-two-hazardous-chemicals-to-the-candidate-list-1#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=2ad60be9-23ec-4f1e-a083-e92f0ea00100
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-reach-authorisation-list-dicyclohexyl-phthalate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-reach-authorisation-list-dicyclohexyl-phthalate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-reach-authorisation-list-dicyclohexyl-phthalate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-reach-authorisation-list-dicyclohexyl-phthalate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-reach-authorisation-list-dicyclohexyl-phthalate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-reach-authorisation-list-disodium-octaborate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-reach-authorisation-list-disodium-octaborate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-reach-authorisation-list-disodium-octaborate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/uk-reach-authorisation-list-disodium-octaborate
https://consultations.hse.gov.uk/crd-reach/recommendation-annex-14-014/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/reach/recommendations.htm?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=chemicals-guidance&utm_term=docs&utm_content=reach-17-jan-24
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/9th_axiv_recommendation_October2019_en.pdf/d4d55dea-cc36-8f57-0d9f-33b8e64c4f07
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/9th_axiv_recommendation_October2019_en.pdf/d4d55dea-cc36-8f57-0d9f-33b8e64c4f07
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/9th_axiv_recommendation_October2019_en.pdf/d4d55dea-cc36-8f57-0d9f-33b8e64c4f07
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/9th_axiv_recommendation_October2019_en.pdf/d4d55dea-cc36-8f57-0d9f-33b8e64c4f07
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/9th_axiv_recommendation_October2019_en.pdf/d4d55dea-cc36-8f57-0d9f-33b8e64c4f07
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/9th_axiv_recommendation_October2019_en.pdf/d4d55dea-cc36-8f57-0d9f-33b8e64c4f07
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/10th_axiv_recommendation_april2021_en.pdf/e84c6688-d038-fc8f-41dd-874535ac7a82
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/10th_axiv_recommendation_april2021_en.pdf/e84c6688-d038-fc8f-41dd-874535ac7a82
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/10th_axiv_recommendation_april2021_en.pdf/e84c6688-d038-fc8f-41dd-874535ac7a82
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/10th_axiv_recommendation_april2021_en.pdf/e84c6688-d038-fc8f-41dd-874535ac7a82
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/10th_axiv_recommendation_april2021_en.pdf/e84c6688-d038-fc8f-41dd-874535ac7a82
https://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/17232/10th_axiv_recommendation_april2021_en.pdf/e84c6688-d038-fc8f-41dd-874535ac7a82
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/five-substances-added-to-reach-authorisation-list
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/five-substances-added-to-reach-authorisation-list
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/five-substances-added-to-reach-authorisation-list
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-recommends-eight-substances-for-reach-authorisation#msdynttrid=4o759hMwTAc-eM8GWGeS0lYbzRmG7dZl9UxFaRbJi_M
https://echa.europa.eu/-/echa-recommends-eight-substances-for-reach-authorisation#msdynttrid=4o759hMwTAc-eM8GWGeS0lYbzRmG7dZl9UxFaRbJi_M
https://echa.europa.eu/fr/-/echa-consults-on-recommending-five-substances-for-reach-authorisation#msdynttrid=sUZf5eNoSnG_5Cz4grt3KNDVFSlgW6BhTJyiaIm9oD0
https://echa.europa.eu/ro/-/four-substances-recommended-for-reach-authorisation#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=3ec32878-7ddf-4c0b-b533-958aae8c0000
https://chem.echa.europa.eu/activity-lists/authorisationProcess
https://chem.echa.europa.eu/activity-lists/authorisationProcess
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?toc=OJ%3AL%3A2021%3A259%3ATOC&uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2021.259.01.0001.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2020/2081/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R0057&rid=1
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2021.415.01.0016.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2021%3A415%3ATOC&_cldee=cm9uYW4ubWFnZWVAaHNlbmkuZ292LnVr&recipientid=lead-d457c97bf4c9eb11812b005056952b31-63fdc33244cf498c923ac35b03be86cd&esid=16469f50-104d-ec11-8132-005056b9310e
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1297
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/c20322785-commission-regulation-eu-amending-annex-xvii-regulation-ec-no-19072006-european-parliament_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AJOL_2023_238_R_0003&qid=1695804976302#msdynttrid=6GGMH-C4j-u_XwpFo-RZUZwFrW8gw1ja9QGaWtF01Do
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023R1464&qid=1690878840638#msdynttrid=f_E_tSfKp3tbQRUeNWEraeswM687-Jnc2JfLJVzrqPE
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202402462
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL_202401328&qid=1715919472757#msdynttrid=z_zSETQ2ERxYf-6vhR7ReSYrur34uoClayuIuBMaRFs
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32025R0660&qid=1743584247665#msdynttrid=eh2CaR4TIfFjzMX-sQ945qjtQ42I3g84FxWGuvFuK9Q
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/TBT/EEC/24_08072_01_e.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/1090/oj#msdynttrid=wnobeZoG5titXLWo8zsj-0U2d4blMevdUbJVaKikKek

14.  24-dinitrotoluene in articles (adopted 20/04/26, will start applying May 2027)


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2026/859/oj#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=45f9fe0b-2e25-4cb6-a7ad-7b9085ec0300

