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About CHEM Trust
• Charity working at UK, EU &
Global levels to protect humans &
wildlife from harmful chemicals

• Working with scientists and
decision makers, in partnership
with other civil society groups
• Focus on endocrine disrupting
chemicals

Update on recent history
Global Production, million tons

Before the EU REACH regulation,
there was no general demand
for providing data on hazards
and risks before placing new
substances on the market
1 mio ton in 1930
(Danish Bord of Technology, 1996)
2300 mio in 2017 (UNEP, 2019)
Plastic, textiles, paint, cleaning products, medicines, building material,
packaging, electronics, etc……Wealth and prosperity

New trends in the last decades
•Cancer
•Infertility
•Allergies
•Chemicals in the Arctic
•Ozone depleting substances
..Neurotox, Immunotox, PMT

More warnings and learnings
Human biomonitoring show chemicals in our
bodies

SML and TDI’s are frequently lowered
The Non-threshold /low-dose dilemma
33 Scientist’s Consensus Statement
New databases from Food Packaging Forum

Not a Question of PRO or CON G-RM
but rather: Which substances?
ajay_suresh, CC BY 2.0 Wikimedia Commons (baby food)

Substances of Very High Concern
CMR: Carcinogenic, Mutagenic, toxic to Reproduction
Cause cancer, change your genes, hampers fertility or the unborn child

PBT: Persistent, Toxic, Bioaccumulating.
Does no break down easily in nature + biuld up in living tissue
vPvB: very Persistent, very Bioaccumulating

EDC: Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals
Interferes with the hormone system

Examples of existing legislation with
Generic approach to RM
REACH: Generic restrictions

Water Framework Directive

CMR (1a + 1b) restricted in consumer mixtures etc.

Quality criteria for pollutants

REACH: SVHC obligations + Aut scheme
Toy Safety Directive and Cosmetics Regulation
Restriction on the use of CMRs

Pesticides and Biocides regulations
Exclusion criteria for certain categories, including EDC

Waste Directive
Classification of hazardous waste based on CLP

The CSS acknowledge the wider problem
2 of 50 of Commission’s Action points:
➢ By 2022 present proposals to extend the Generic approach to Risk Management to ensure that
consumer products (including FCM) do no contain CMRs, EDCs or PBTs
Assess the possibilities for extending the approach to further chemicals including the those
affecting the immune, neurological or respiratory system, or STOT
➢ To speed up the process: Roadmap to prioritise same, + vPvB, for group restriction under REACH

The FCM IIA kept commitments from the CSS
➢ For the Tier 1 substances ”The commitments of the CSS will be fulfilled by introducing a
Generic approach to assessment and management of those substances..as outlined in
the CSS”

What could it mean in practise?
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Regulation will be related to Presence, not to Migration
Suppliers will need to know the identity of the chemicals in materials
Even if a product/service is essential, the specific material or chemical may not be
Derogations?/Authorisations?/Burden of proof?
Who shall identify the substances?

➢
➢
➢
➢

Products will disappear from the market
DoC/Food Contact Statements/any info-system will need to be comprehensive
Increased consumer trust – Better customer relation?
Compliance easier?

Companies that accept the Generic Approach to RM, would be those that accept their
responsibility, and who are allied with their customers

A modern futureproof company
➢Has supply chain management
What are we buying/selling?

➢ Follow legislative processes,
What can we buy and sell tomorrow?

➢ Can fulfil green customer demands,
To whom can we sell?

➢ Care for Environment, consumers’ and workers’ health,
Risks are assessed and managed

➢ Has long term planning and potential for innovation
What is our role in a global sustainable development?
Vectortoons https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en

We are eager to see next
steps from the Commission..

….towards safe food in safe
packaging..
Including a Generic approach
to Risk Management, not
hindered by unjustified
claims of essential use etc.

