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Brussels,

Dear Dr Warhurst,

Thank you for your letter of 5 December 2019 concerning the EU’s legislation on food

contact materials (FCMs) and for sharing your considerations of the key problems.

As you are aware, the Commission has been conducting an evaluation of EU legislation on
FCMs to assess to what extent the current EU legislative framework is fit for purpose. The
evaluation assesses the effectiveness, efficiency, relevance, coherence and EU added-value of
the legislation. As part of this process, the Commission has engaged widely with all
stakeholders, including a 12-week open public consultation. I take the opportunity to thank
you for your input into the process, including CHEMTrust’s participation in both stakeholder

workshops organised by the Commission.

Whilst it is still too early to conclude on the results of the evaluation, it is clear that many
stakeholders have concerns, particularly regarding the lack of specific rules in areas other
than plastic FCMs and the need to ensure prioritisation and coherence with other legislation
as regards the regulation of substances migrating FCMs at EU level. Preliminary evaluation
results also demonstrates issues with the current approach to regulating plastic FCMs as well
as gaps in information flow and compliance in the supply chain and enforcement of the rules

by Member States.
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The Commission is currently in the process of assessing the output from the evaluation and it
will consider what steps are now required, in order to address its findings. I am very keen to
ensure that we take action where necessary in order to maximise the protection of human
health. As outlined at my hearing to the European Parliament in October, I consider the area
of FCMs extremely important in this respect. Based on the available science, I will ensure we
move ahead with prioritisation of substances that we know are potentially more harmful to
human health, including where relevant endocrine disruptors. This in turn will also contribute
to the implementation of the concrete actions outlined in the Commission’s Communication
on endocrine disruptors of last year. As the topic of FCMs touches on many other areas, we
will also ensure that any actions envisaged support key initiatives under the Green Deal such

as the Farm to Fork strategy or the circular economy action plan.

I very much welcome your input on the matter and appreciate you taking the time to write to
me on this important issue. The Commission will endeavour to keep all stakeholders
including yourselves, updated on developments and counts on your valued contributions

going forwards.

Yours sincerely,
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